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Sister Benjamin Duschner is unwavering in delivering
Nano Nagle’s mission and message. Her great desire to
bring God’s message to each person she meets is uppermost
in her mind. Nano’s spirit and story live on in Sister.

The congregation is a member of Sisters United
News (SUN) of the Upper Mississippi Valley,
National Communicators Network for Women
Religious and the Advertising Club of Dubuque.
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THOUGHTS
& COMMENTS
We want your input. Please send or email
photos, stories and information about our
sisters, associates, former members, family
and friends, or any ideas which relate to the
aim of this publication. You can submit the
following to:
Editor, Presentation Doorways
2360 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001-2997
doorways@dubuquepresentations.org

Cover

PHOTO

The cover image is a painting by Sister
Mary Southard, CSJ, of Nano Nagle and
her early companions. The image was
commissioned by the Union of the Sisters
of the Presentation in celebration of Nano’s
dream and legacy that is alive today.
The doorways represented on the cover are
snapshots of significant moments in the
Presentation history: (left to right) doorway of
the current motherhouse at 2360 Carter Road;
doorway of St. Vincent’s Academy (now St.
Columbkille), boarding school in Dubuque in
1879; doorway of Sacred Heart Chapel at the
current motherhouse; doorway of the former
motherhouse at 1229 Mount Loretta which was
built in 1909; and doorway by which Mother
Vincent Hennessy left Mooncoin, Ireland, to begin
the Dubuque foundation in 1874.
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Nano’s Spirit Lives On

As a Presentation associate, Becky Searcy is drawn to share
in the life works of Nano Nagle. Through this call she
shares the gifts of music, teaching and faith with children.

From election to celebration, from inauguration to
action, Sister Richelle Friedman shares her experiences of
presidential history.

Sisters Mary Brigid Stanley and Jane Conrad are a
reminder of the Presentation presence that began in
Emerson, Nebraska, many decades ago, as they take
hospitality, peace and more to the people in Nebraska.

At age 89, Sister Damian O’Brien continues to be of service
wherever there is a need. This is the “driving” force behind
all of her actions, her relationships and her beliefs.

Learn about how the Dubuque Lantern Lights associate
group continues to bring others the light that burned in
Nano Nagle’s heart.

Featured here we share with you special times in the lives
of Dubuque Presentation sisters, near and far.

Openings

a M e s s ag e f r om Le a de r s h i p
Our

reflection by LEANNE WELCH, PBVM

P U R P O SE
I grew up when it was relatively easy to prioritize since we weren’t dealing with a lot of “stuff.”
Our home was a former cheese factory with no central heating and no indoor plumbing (think
Iowa winters). But we had what was important – strong family values, deep faith commitment,
good citizenship expectations and a generous will to help anyone in need.
When I was about 10, a family with 10 children was burned out. After the fire my mom
volunteered to take in one of the girls who was my age so that I could share my clothes with her.
Though I didn’t volunteer for it, I did it willingly because that’s what I was taught to do: share
with my neighbor.
In this time of economic difficulty, it is good to remember that same value: share with your
neighbor. It fits beautifully with our directional statement,“Conscious of our identity as
Presentation women, we listen deeply to the cry of Earth heard most loudly in the cry of
those made poor, and we are moved to attend with urgency to the woundedness of our global
community.”
Although the economic problems we face are global and complex with no easy answers, it
appears that some of the basic causes have been greed, lack of ethics and lack of consideration
for our neighbor. When we know some of the causes, then we can also start to deal with at least a
part of the solution for ourselves.
As we, and those around us, deal with job losses, home foreclosures, rising food prices and/or
heavy medical expenses, perhaps we are once again called to sort out: What can I share with my
neighbor?
The answer to this question will vary with each of us since we have many and varied gifts. Have
I thought about sharing my time? my talents? my treasures? my personal monetary riches? that
which I have and think I need but could live nicely without?
that which I need but someone else needs it more
(remember the widow’s mite from Scripture)?
As each of us struggles to answer these questions we
will inevitably find an answer to another significant
question: how do I care for myself? For it is in
taking care of our neighbor that we will end up
taking good care of ourselves.
When I entered the Presentation community, I
understood I would be taking a vow of poverty. One
of the clearest lessons of poverty came on
my first visiting day. As Dad was ready to
leave that day, he asked me, “Do you need
anything?” Wanting to assure him that
all was well, I replied, “No, Dad, I have
everything I need.” He quickly responded,
“I wish I could say that!” It struck me
at the time and has not left me – he was
willing to share from what he did not
have. Am I willing to do the same?

The purpose of Presentation
Doorways is to further the
Gospel mission of the Sisters of
the Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and our associates by
sharing the news and views of the
congregation with our benefactors,
families and friends. Through this
publication, we hope to share the
charism of our congregation and
invite others to become involved in
our mission.

Our

MISSION
We, the Sisters of the Presentation,
are Catholic women who
dedicate our lives to God through
evangelization, prayer, service
and hospitality. Our way of life
is based on the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. We share in the vision of
our foundress, Nano Nagle, who
dared to dream of a better world
for the poor, sick and uneducated
of Ireland. We commit ourselves
to the empowerment of women
and children. We reverence and
celebrate all creation as gift. We
commit ourselves to confronting
injustice and working for peace.
As we continue to keep Nano’s
dream alive, we are pleased to share
our mission with you.

Sisters of the Presentation
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Sister Jennifer Rausch, president
Sister Marge Healy, vice-president
Sister Beth Driscoll, councilor
Sister Leanne Welch, councilor
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at the HEART of the MISSION
and personality, there’s something else that
sets her apart. You guessed it, her goodnatured laughter. Author Anne Lamott
suggests that ‘laughter is carbonated
holiness,’ and that’s an apt description of
Sister Benjamin. In a few months she has
won the hearts of students, parents and
the school community.”

Freedom, joy, laughter and
inner happiness are the fuel
for my life. Joy is the laughter
of my soul. Hugs are always
welcomed and given.
Sister Benjamin Duschner

Joe Hancock, director of religious
education at Resurrection, states, “Sister’s
service to the religious education program
reflects her commitment to spreading the
good news of the Gospel to both young
and old alike. She teaches her seventhgrade students with an energy level that
demonstrates her commitment to Gospel
values. She is a trusted advisor to me, and
willingly offers her insight and compassion
to other catechists.”
Being a loving and positive person, Sister
Benjamin creates a circle of people who
are just that, loving and positive. Sister’s
outlook on life is contagious. One cannot
help catch her free spirit and laughter.

Sister Benjamin Duschner shares riddles with her first-graders and they guess the answers. One student says, “This is really fun. Can we do some more tomorrow?”

Joy ful, Hospitable
and Innovative

Nano’s
Spirit
Lives On
written by JANICE HANCOCK, PBVM
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Sister Benjamin Duschner is not unlike a mail carrier – through
wind, heat, rain or snow the messages must be delivered. Despite
her bout with cancer and a serious ankle injury, Sister Benjamin is
unwavering in delivering Nano Nagle’s mission and message. Her
great desire to bring God’s message to each person she meets is
uppermost in her mind. Nano’s spirit and story live on in Sister.
Presently Sister Benjamin is a reading specialist at Resurrection
School in Dubuque where she helps children in kindergarten
through third grade. Sister has 16 years experience of teaching in
the primary grades and over 30 years serving as principal, most
recently at Sacred Heart School in Oelwein, Iowa, for the past 12
years. In all these years, Sister Benjamin has made it a point to
assure children and parents that they are loved by God. Children’s
excitement to learn energizes Sister, pushing her to find new ways
that meet their needs and introduce them to fun ways of learning.
“Sister Benjamin is Resurrection’s newest gift,” states Sister Joan
Lickteig, currently Sister Benjamin’s tutor and mentor. “In the
1960s, Sister came to Resurrection as a student teacher; now 40
years later we are working together in the same building. Many
things have changed over the years but not Sister’s eagerness to
learn and serve. Gifted with many talents and skills, enthusiasm

Sister smiles, “Freedom, joy, laughter and
inner happiness are the fuel for my life. Joy
is the laughter of my soul. Hugs are always
welcomed and given.” Sister adds, “Jesus
is my anchor and my compass. God has
blessed me abundantly and I am especially
grateful for the goodness and love of the
Lord in my life over the years.”

Sister Leanne adds, “Sister’s dedication and
welcoming approach to both teaching and
community are an inspiring daily witness.
She truly lives our mission of ‘incarnating
the hospitality of God.’”
In addition to her love for teaching and
community, Sister Benjamin enjoys being
with family and friends, taking walks,
listening to music and having a good time.

In various ways, Sister shares her love for
God with her family, extended family of
Presentation sisters, associates, co-workers,
young adults, children and their parents. It
is truly a blessing to have this follower of
Nano spreading light to others, one who
teaches little ones and helps them realize
they are special and that God loves and
cares for them.

Since Sister Benjamin entered the convent
50 years ago, beautiful changes have
transformed her into the person she is
today. Her unique way of making people
feel special is truly one of her many
attributes. Sister continues to seek God
among those to whom and with whom she
ministers. Sister Benjamin feels that God is
at home when we are truly ourselves.

Currently Sister Benjamin lives with Sisters
Beth Driscoll and Leanne Welch. Sister
Beth shares, “I feel that Sister Benjamin
lives the words of our mission documents
by ‘offering hope and love’ to those who
bear heavy burdens and are in need of
a listening ear. Her presence visiting the
sick and the elderly, as well as attending
wakes and funerals are a testament of her
genuine compassion.”

Have you known anyone who is more
at home than Sister? Her wonderful
hospitality, a trait of her own mother and
father, makes you feel at home as soon as
you meet her.

Sister takes delight in being a part of the
Presentation family. She appreciates the
simple life and the many opportunities for
being of service to others. Coming from
a family in Farley, Iowa, Sister Benjamin
was formed in her faith through family
prayer, attending Mass and witnessing
her parents’ willingness to be of help to
others. Family gatherings were a joyous
time for the Duschner family. Chores
on the farm introduced Sister to a good
work ethic. She has learned how to face
her challenges, meet these challenges
and move on. Today Sister Benjamin is
challenged to meet the needs of children
by utilizing a variety of new teaching
techniques. She continues to learn and
improve her teaching skills, seek new
strategies and model the importance of
life-long learning for her students.
Left to right: First-graders Ben Schmelzer and Carter Frommelt write a summary of their book after
answering comprehension questions. Sister Benjamin looks on.
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B r i n g i n g H o p e a n d J o y t o O n e ’s L i f e

Music from the Heart
written by CARLA POPES, PBVM

As a Presentation associate, Becky Searcy
is drawn to share in the life works of Nano
Nagle. Through this call she shares the gifts
of music, teaching and faith with children. “I
remember as a child being taught that a gift
isn’t a gift until it’s given away,” she says.
Becky’s connection with the Presentation
community began at age 15 in Lawler, Iowa,
where Sister Joellen Price taught her piano
lessons. Eventually Becky taught elementary
music at St. Patrick School in Waukon, Iowa,
where Presentation sisters taught. In the early
1990s, Becky participated in the diocesan Lay
Formation Program directed by Sister Carla
Popes. Today, her life continues to be touched
by the presence of Presentations.
Becky appreciates the gift of community.
“As a single parent, I experienced a hands-on
hospitality and prayerful support that was
extended to us by the Presentation sisters.
These connections offered me enough
light and love for the next step as I juggled
studying for a graduate degree at Loras
College in Dubuque, teaching school and
raising my family.”
Becky Searcy gives an individual clarinet lesson to eighth-grader, Kirsten Arneson.

“Look after the children, the children of the poor.”
Nano Nagle’s commission from her deathbed, April 26, 1784.

“I have always wanted to be a teacher, and more
than that, a music teacher,” says Becky Searcy. “I
believe that God has led me to look after the children,
sometimes, the children of the poor. Through music
God speaks to their souls; God brings hope to their
lives. Through music God has brought hope and joy to
my life and fire to my soul!”

6
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Community and hospitality inspired Becky’s
desire to become an associate with the
Presentation sisters. “I am part of the ‘Living
Lanterns’ associate group and have been
deeply enriched by the service and bond we
share. I have participated in several service
projects and enjoy the music ministry shared
with the sisters.”
Initially, Becky learned the value of
hospitality from her parents, Jack and
Norma Adams. “Each time I drive down the
road toward home my heart dances with
wonderful memories of the abundance of
hospitality that has been shared there with
so many over the years. The gift of deep faith
and a love for one another and their God
have blessed my parents all these years.”

The inspiration and gift of music began many years ago when
Becky heard her father singing, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,”
as he left the house to begin a new day of providing for a large
family. “Looking back now, I am so grateful and marvel at the way
my parents cherished the arts and encouraged us to use our gifts.
Both mom and dad played musical instruments in high school
and mom still sings in the choir. Music continues to be woven into
the very fabric of our everyday lives,” Becky adds.
Becky is the mother of three sons, Adam, Scott and Michael, who
have all graduated from college and are gainfully employed. She
was recently blessed with Scott and Kelly’s new baby, Vivian. “I
love being a grandmother,” smiles Becky. “I can’t wait to teach my
granddaughter to sing.”
For the past 15 years Becky has been K-8 vocal teacher, band
director, children’s choir director and pianist at St. Benedict
Church and School in Decorah. “Ministering to the young people
as a teacher is a blessing. I love watching my students grow in selfconfidence and in their faith,” comments Becky.
Recently the Decorah Community School District was honored
with a distinguished award for having the best music program in
the state of Iowa. The Iowa Exemplary Music Program Award was
presented to all music educators in St. Benedict, North Winneshiek
and Decorah Community Schools during the 2008 All-State Music
Festival in November. The award recognized excellence in music
education within this school district over a period of several years
and across the entire department.
“I believe that I am doing Nano’s work in teaching the children
and working with their families. I encourage them to always do
their best and to have fun. Before every concert we stop to pray,
to thank our gracious God who is the Giver of all gifts, to ask for
guidance of the Spirit and to remember that we are not here to be
perfect, but to do our best. In doing this, we just might brighten
someone else’s day and to God be the glory.”

Left to right: Decorah High School Band Director, Jim Fritz; St. Benedict Music
Teacher, Becky Searcy and St. Benedict Principal, Ruth Palmer, share in the
Iowa Exemplary Music Program Award.

Every issue will tell
you a little bit about
the life of Nano Nagle,
the woman behind
the lantern and the
women who follow in
her footsteps.

The Lady of the Lantern

NA NO
Lives

written by SHARON KELCHEN, PBVM

This year, on April 26, we celebrate the 225th anniversary of
the death of Nano Nagle.
Through the years authors have spoken of her as a “Woman
of Light,” “Lady of the Lantern,” a prophet, mystic, pioneer
of education and, most recently, as the “Greatest Woman”
in Ireland. Poems and writings move us to ponder deeply
her determination in the midst of poverty, penal laws and
personal suffering. Her focus remained simple and direct:
schools for the poor of Ireland.
Nano’s birth name was Honora, which means “one of honor.”
All the definitions of “nano” speak of a prefix meaning
extremely small. How ironic that these definitions could
relate to this great woman. Nano often spoke of herself as
beginning in a small, humble manner.
In between the lines Nano’s true feelings come through. She
was one who set out on a project so huge with obstacles,
political and economic. Yet, one step at a time she kept looking
in hope for the next right answer. She gave herself totally to
God believing that the work was God’s work and God chooses
us in our weakest moments to bring about the kingdom. The
call of the Spirit of God was acting on her own spirit.
I don’t believe that Nano ever thought of her service to the
poor through the schools as growing into a successful project
or the first apostolic religious community in Ireland. She
was intent on taking one risk after another to bring others
into relationship with the God who, to Nano, was endless
possibility. Her hope was “large” even though her feelings
about herself may have been “small.”
How did Nano accomplish so much without an outline,
without a budget? I think it was clearly because the need was
so great and she was so small that God planted the hope and
creativity that empowered her to go beyond the limitations
of church and state. She went to meet the poor and lost who
longed to see the light. Nano’s inner freedom held a silent
strength that liberated her. May she teach us to make things
happen so that her dream may move into hope through us.

Hope is like a road in the country; there never
was a road but when many people walk on it,
the road comes into existence. Lin Yutang
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Left to right: Sister
Richelle Friedman, Chuck
Friedman and Sister Rita
Waters, RSM, hold the
Iowa flag at the Iowa
Reception.

testimony to the “we are one” spirit of the day. The crowd exercised
civility, cooperation and good spirit despite the overwhelming
disappointment of discovering that our “promised” Capitol lawn
section was already filled, the gates were closed and locked and we
were facing the possibility that we wouldn’t see the ceremony at all.
With 20 minutes to implement Plan B, we hustled over to a
Senate building and found a hearing room opened by Senator
Chris Dodd for his Connecticut constituents. They welcomed us
into the crowded room just as President-elect Obama was being
introduced. The room was alive with excitement, shouts of joy,
laughter and tears, and a sense of pride and awe. Though we
missed the experience of being on the Capitol lawn with the two
million who had gathered, it was amazing to share this moment
with other citizens, most of whom were African-Americans. I
couldn’t imagine what this day must be like for them to witness
an African-American being sworn is as President. On this day,
though, what mattered most was not race, creed, gender or class
– on this day what mattered was that we were remembering and
celebrating what it feels like to be proud citizens of the United
States and to be witnesses to this historical moment in our time.

Witness
to History
From Election,
to Celebration,
to Inauguration,
to Ac t ion...
reflection by RICHELLE FRIEDMAN, PBVM

In our predominately African-American neighborhood there
was an evident sense of pride as people walked a little taller and
made easy eye contact, greeting us with new confidence. On what
is normally a very quiet metro ride, I sat next to a woman who
exuded joy as we conversed. The date was November 5, the day
after the presidential election.
January ushered in a celebrative spirit. The weekend before the
inauguration, Sister Rita Waters, RSM, and I hosted a “Martin
Luther King Day and Pre-Inaugural” open house. On Sunday we
hosted a prayer experience attended by people from four states.
One guest spoke of our gathering as the expression of our hearts
longing for peace and human maturity and our commitments
to make those longings manifest in light of the new reality in
our country. On the Martin Luther King holiday, we joined in
the Obamas’ and Bidens’ call to service by participating in a
neighborhood clean-up project.
Then came the long anticipated day – Inauguration Day! When we
arrived in the Capitol area in the early morning, throngs of people
were flooding to the National Mall. We had secured highly soughtafter “purple section” tickets from Representative Tom Braley and
Senator Tom Harkin which permitted us to stand on the lawn of
the Capitol during the swearing in. Pleased, we joined a line that
wound four blocks and extended far into an underground highway
tunnel. Thousands came after us until the line stretched more than
a mile in what later came to be known as the “Purple Tunnel of
Doom.” As the hours passed, we realized that the area designated
for the “privileged few” had been promised to thousands more
ticket holders than the space could hold.

The President has inherited unparalleled, domestic and
international, challenges. I feel the promise and possibility that we,
as a nation, can rise to the challenges of our time with the spirit
articulated in this reflection by Nan Fischer:

From Election-to Celebrationto Inauguration-to Action...
It’s time to shift from “Yes, we can!”
and “Yes, we did!” to “Yes, we are.”
Yes, we are all in this together.
Yes, we are hearing all voices and including all people.
Yes, we are finding solutions to our many challenges
by cooperating and collaborating.
Yes, we are using our resources more wisely.
Yes, we are making decisions
with the next seven generations in mind.
Yes, we are leading by example
of service, sacrifice and stewardship.
Yes, we are doing all the good
that we can, for all that we can.
Yes, we are answering the call
to become even more the people
God created us to be.

So we emerged from the tunnel and were swept into a river of
people surging toward the Capitol. Given the sheer size of the
crowd, the excitement for the historic swearing in, the bonechilling temperatures and the lack of police presence, it was a
miracle that a riot or stampede did not break out. Truly, it was a
4
6
8
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Sister Richelle Friedman is the director of public policy for the Coalition
on Human Needs. Sister has over eighteen years of working with federal
legislators.

Rich in Learning,
R i c h i n Te a c h i n g ,
Celebrating 75 Years
Sister Mary Clarice Kane (left)
As a dedicated educator, Sister Clarice served as a teacher and
administrator for many years in Catholic schools in Iowa,
Illinois and South Dakota before joining the local community
at Mount Loretto in Dubuque. She ministers in community
prayer and service and enjoys living with her biological sister,
Sister Mary Eunice Kane.
Sister Clarice recalls, “My becoming a Presentation sister
grew out of respect for Eunice and all the sisters who taught
me. Their simple lifestyle and devotion to their work with
students had a great impact on my decision.”
Sister Mary Dominica Schumann (right)
Sister Dominica served as a music teacher and music director
for many years in Catholic schools and parishes in Iowa before
joining the local Mount Loretto community in Dubuque. She
ministers in community prayer and service and enjoys living
in Nagle Center.
As a young sister, Sister Dominica traveled to the Chicago
Music Conservatory with her close friend and classmate,
Sister Rose Marie White, where they trained with excellent
music professors. Many years of teaching classroom music
and high school choirs, directing music and training cantors
for parishes were the fruit of being a student of music
throughout her life. Sister Dominica sums it up by saying:
“I am most grateful to be a Presentation sister. I have loved
my work. I like people and community and I have grown in
prayer these 75 years.”
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An d T h e y We n t Tw o b y Tw o

Disciples in
Rural Nebraska
written by BETH KRESS, PBVM

“…the Lord appointed a further seventy-two and sent them in
pairs before him to every town and place he intended to visit.
He said to them, ‘The harvest is rich but the workers are few…
on entering any house, first say, “Peace to this house.”’”(Luke 10:1,2,5)

Hartington, with a population of 1,652, is
the county seat of Cedar County and is a
county-wide hub for retail, industrial and
professional business services. Coleridge
is a community of 541 people located in
the southern heart of Cedar County, a rich
farming area serving the basic economic
and agricultural needs of area farmers and
residents.
There have been three groups of women
religious at Holy Trinity School in
Hartington. St. Louis Ursulines opened the
school over 100 years ago and returned to
St. Louis, Missouri, about 20 years later.
Benedictine Sisters from Yankton, South
Dakota, staffed the elementary and high
schools for nearly 75 years after that.
“The last Benedictine sister was a junior
high science teacher. She resigned after
suffering a stroke about eight years before I
arrived,” states Sister Brigid who arrived in
Nebraska in 2004.
Sister Brigid is originally from Dixon,
Nebraska. “I grew up in a small town with
the Catholic church on the other side of
town. Because it was so close, we attended
evening services during the Lenten and
Advent seasons,” states Sister Brigid who
reflects on her own faith formation in
the Stanley family. “Mom made sure we
received Reconciliation every month,
whether we wanted to or not! All of this
meant that Mass and other liturgies fed
our spiritual lives, and we were responsible
for helping build our relationship with
the Lord.” Sister Brigid entered the Sisters
of the Presentation in 1976 and professed
final vows in 1984.

Sisters Mary Brigid Stanley (right) and Jane Conrad (left) are
the first Catholic sisters to live in Coleridge, Nebraska.
They serve in the Catholic parishes and schools in
Coleridge and Hartington. While the two sisters did not
arrive in Nebraska at the same time, they have been living
and working together for the past three years as they take
hospitality, peace and more to the people of the area.
Sisters Brigid and Jane are new to northeast Nebraska, but
are a reminder of the Presentation presence that began in
Emerson, Nebraska, many decades ago.
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After serving as a teacher and principal in
Iowa Catholic schools for 20 years, Sister
Brigid is now a science and religion teacher
at Cedar Catholic Jr./Sr. High School in
Hartington.
“The students are my avenue to Heaven,”
declares Sister Brigid. “It is through them
that I learn patience, joy, satisfaction in
others’ accomplishments and the value of
living a life that reflects the love of Jesus.”
Small town, rural faith is the mainstay in
Coleridge and Hartington. Sister Brigid
finds great satisfaction in sharing that
faith. “I enjoy living, ministering and
teaching in the Coleridge and Hartington
area. The people here live by faith, struggle

The students are my avenue to
Heaven. It is through them that
I learn patience, joy, satisfaction
in others’ accomplishments and
the value of living a life that
reflects the love of Jesus.
Sister Brigid Stanley

with all the temptations that are prevalent
today and truly raise their children in the
faith,” she remarks. “My challenge is to be
a part of their faith development and be
one to help show them the way to Heaven.”
And, for Sister Brigid, it’s easy to live and
share the Presentation charism. “Living
in the former rectory in Coleridge, I
experience the hospitality of St. Michael
Parish, so in return, I have an open door
to anyone who knocks, anyone who
wants to use the equipment in the house
and anyone who just needs a willing
heart to talk to. Participating in the life
of the parish brings the delight Nano
had in helping others. At school I am so
conscious to look after those children who
struggle with academics, harsh family
situations, relational problems among
their peers and teachers who struggle with
the nitty-gritty of daily routines.”
Sister Jane also teaches in Hartington.
“Living in rural Nebraska is a great place
to be,” exclaims Sister, who grew up in
rural Zearing, Iowa. “People here are so
appreciative to have women religious
ministering in the schools and parishes.
I pray that I can continue to share our
Presentation story with the farming
communities of America.”
Sister Jane’s faith formation in the Conrad
family contributed greatly to her entering
a religious community and serving in
schools and parishes.
“When I was growing up in Zearing, my
father always had time to do things for
others. He showed me the importance of
helping out wherever needed. His brother,
Father Anthony Conrad, was a major
influence in my life as well. My uncle was
always a great listener and helped me keep
things in perspective. He was always at
the other end of the phone when I needed

advice. He fostered my vocation and
encouraged me to ‘take care of the little
ones because they need a good foundation
in their faith.’ He was so wise.” Sister Jane
entered the Presentation community in
1976 and professed final vows in 1984.
As an elementary teacher of grades K-6,
Sister Jane’s current ministry is at Holy
Trinity Elementary School where she
works with students who need extra help.
She also works with students who need
to be challenged in their academics and
designs liturgical seasonal activities for the
school.

Sister Jane Conrad works with kindergartners each day to
help them with their writing, reading, numbers and letters.

Sister Jane also serves as the director of
religious education for grades K-12 in
Hartington and Coleridge. The Hartington
elementary program has 63 students
every Wednesday afternoon with seven
wonderful catechists to educate the young
people of the parish. The high school
program has 61 students with three teams
of teachers. In Coleridge, the elementary
has five students and the high school
has 12. Sister Brigid is catechist for the
students in third, fourth and sixth grade
and Sister Jane works with the first- and
second-graders.
“The most enjoyable part of my ministry
at Holy Trinity is the people I get to
be with every day. I truly appreciate all
the hard work they do to make sure
the children get a quality education,”
comments Sister Jane. “Catholic teachings
are so evident in the attitudes and actions
of the students. When there is a need for
prayers, I let the students know and they
will remember the intention each day
in their morning prayers. The students
make angel prayer posters for those who
have lost a loved one. These posters have
prayers written on them that the students
pray. I am very privileged to be a part of
this wonderful community of educators.”
Continuing Nano’s charism is important
to Sister Jane. “I share what other
Presentation sisters are doing around the
world. I share the newsletter from New
Orleans and talk to the students about
what the sisters are doing to help those
who were affected by the hurricane. I also
have shared our congregation’s DVD,
Nano Nagle: A Story of Faith and Courage,”
says Sister Jane who notes that the students
and teachers had great questions about

Sister Brigid Stanley looks over the seventh-grade science fair
projects to make sure her students are ready for judging.

who Nano was and why she did what she
did for the people in Ireland. “Sister Brigid
and I have also renewed our vows at an
all-school Mass on Presentation Day. This
gave us the opportunity to share why this
day is so special to our community and
to teach the students about Presentation
heritage.”
Sisters Brigid and Jane, two classmates,
friends and disciples, experience the
hospitality of northeast Nebraska as they
immerse themselves in the educational
and spiritual journeys of the folks of
Coleridge and Hartington, Nebraska.
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WHERE in the WORLD is...

S I S T E R DA M I A N O ’ B R I E N

The Rewards
of Service
written by JANE BUSE

At age 89, Sister Damian O’Brien continues
to be of service wherever there is a need.
This is the “driving” force behind all of
her actions, her relationships and her beliefs.

Home
is Where the Heart Is...

Sister Damian continues to serve both inside
and outside the motherhouse. On a daily
basis, Sister coordinates the transportation
needs of the sisters. She keeps track of the
Mount Loretto fleet, arranges drop-offs and
pick-ups and everything in between. After
Sister prepares the driving schedule for the
following day, she calls the community’s
driver to give him his driving assignments.
When needed, Sister often ends her day
doing the last drives herself.

“Because I feel I am a ‘serving woman,’ being of service will keep me happy as long as I
am able to do so,” says Sister Damian. “My joy is being with people. I feel I can make a
difference by just being present to others and assisting them with their needs, praying
with and for them, all while enjoying the freedom of retirement.”
Having earned a B.A. from Loras College in Dubuque and an M.A. from the American
Conservatory of Music in Chicago, Illinois, Sister served as a music teacher, assumed
community leadership and formation responsibilities, served as an administrator and, most
recently, as a pastoral associate. In each of these positions, Sister has kept the love of God
alive by serving others. Today, she is always ready to serve. “Nano saw a need and pursued it.
I feel that I can be of service anywhere, even if it is just peeling apples,” smiles Sister.
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and our coming in; let us share
the hospitality of this home with
all who visit us, that those who
enter here may know your love

written by JENNIFER RAUSCH, PBVM

and peace. May the spirits of
mirth and laughter, hope and

It was with happy hearts that sisters and Nagle Center staff
gathered on January 22 in the fourth floor hall of what we,
over the years, have referred to as the “old building” to bless its
recent opening. During the 1994-1996 renovation of Mount
Loretto, special attention was given to transforming this area
into living space that would be especially adapted to the needs
of sisters who would move from the independent living section
of the motherhouse to an area that would offer “assisted living.”
Homey touches in the renovated space include bedrooms with
large windows, spacious closets, private baths, a lounge area
with a full kitchenette and a laundry. Residents are under the
watchful care of staff members who are on the floor from 6 a.m.
to 10 p.m. daily to offer assistance as needed. New nursing and
housekeeping staff have been added to accommodate sisters’
needs. A nurse’s station and a private conference room on the
floor make convenient places for sisters and staff to interact.
Call lights in each bedroom provide an easy way for sisters to
summon nurses and staff from Nagle Center during the 10
p.m. to 6 a.m. shift. Seventeen bedrooms are available and “no
vacancy” status is quickly approaching.

Sister takes great pleasure in playing the
organ at daily prayer and community
liturgies. In the warmer seasons, she shares
in the responsibility of caring for the
outdoor flowers. Sister also volunteers in the
archives at the Archdiocesan Pastoral Center.
Sister Damian has met incredible people
over the years who have enriched her life.
She states, “The Sisters of the Presentation
were my teachers for 12 years and I always
regarded them as my companions. The many
friendships I have developed throughout my
years of ministry are all very special. Meeting
people, working with them and becoming
friends with them is my joy. The older I get
the more I realize how God directed me in
my ministry.”

faith, playfulness and prayer,
compassion and love be perpetual
guests in our home. Grant this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Petition from the Opening of Nagle 4

Sister Anne Marie Kollasch, because of her status as one of the
first sisters to move to the floor, cut the decorative ribbon to
mark the official opening of the assisted living area. With
scissors in hand, she ritualized the dedication of these halls
and bedrooms as those gathered shared in prayer and song.

“I can’t remember the exact day our
friendship began but Sister Damian has
been someone who has been constant in her
friendship,” states Sister Carmen Hernandez.
“She has always been a steady support in
my life since my years in formation. She
is someone I admire and am grateful and
blessed to call friend.”

Joy is the driving force behind all of Sister Damian O’Brien’s service. (Left: Sister Joan Lickteig)

O God, protect our going out

In a spirit of praise, Sister Jennifer Rausch, community
president, proclaimed this blessing: “We ask your blessing,
Lord, on this special place. May this living space be a haven
of peace and comfort for those who call this home. May these
halls be pathways on which we travel to bring joy and blessing
to one another. May this nurse’s station be a place from which
healing medication and helpful assistance is given. We ask you
to bless those sisters who live in this space. May their days be
marked with graciousness and good health. We ask a special
blessing on the nurses, aides and housekeeping staff who
brighten these halls and these rooms with their cheerful and
helpful attitudes. May they always be aware of our gratitude and
appreciation for the many ways in which they minister to us.
Our hearts are grateful for their gentle touch. We ask, O God,
that this living area may always be home for healthy bodies and
happy hearts. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Sister Jeanine Kuhn also cherishes Sister’s
friendship. “I feel Sister Damian has been
with me all my life! She was in Osage, my
hometown, when I was in grade school
and I wanted to be like her, who modeled
happiness, prayerfulness and fun-loving
hospitality.”
“I’ve known Sister Damian since my early
years in the community,” reflects Sister Julia
Wingert. “I have always experienced her
as gentle, loving and kind. It is a privilege
for me, in recent years, to live with Sister
Damian at Mount Loretto. Sister is a woman
of prayer, of gentle spirit, of gracious
hospitality and of generous and joyful
service – willing to go the extra mile – all
qualities I admire in Sister Damian and
desire to emulate myself. ”

As a recent resident of this area, Sister Marie Therese Coleman
expresses her gratitude in these words: “This is a quiet and peaceful
place that helps me live in a spirit of prayer. I am grateful for the
friendliness and helpfulness of the nurses and staff.”

Above photo: Sister Anne
Marie Kollasch cuts the
ribbon symbolizing the
opening of 4th floor. Left
photo: Sisters Jennifer Rausch
and Marie Therese Coleman.

Right photo: left to
right: Sisters Stephen
Eswine, Linus Coyle,
Madonna Meyer,
Annette Skyles and
Jennifer Rausch enjoy
a moment together
after the ritual.

May this floor, newly named Nagle 4, be populated with holy and happy hearts.
9
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ASSOCIATE PARTNERSHIP

gifts. Associate Linda Dolphin is pleased to be connected with a
group whose intention is to further Nano Nagle’s mission to the
poor and marginalized through prayer and action. “I appreciate
the opportunities arranged for us to take part in, such as speakers,
retreats, liturgies and other special occasions. I really treasure my
friendship with the sisters and other associates,” she says.
In June 2008, the group visited associate Billie Greenwood and
Paul Allen’s places of summer ministry in Davenport, Iowa: the
food pantry, the homeless shelter, the community gardens and
the Humility of Mary Housing project. Billie is appreciative of the
experiences and wisdom shared globally by people who live and
minister in the footsteps of Nano Nagle. She shares, “It is a great
support to network with women and men who uphold values like
mine, values that run counter to those of the prevailing culture.”
Being a member of the Lantern Lights group is uplifting,
energizing and life-giving for Sister Julia Wingert. “Our presence
to and with one another – whether sharing the happenings of our
lives, discussing a book or engaging in some outreach project –
enriches me, broadens my horizons and continually challenges me
to live more simply and with increased compassion for others and
for our world,” states Sister Julia.
In reading, reflecting and discussing the book, Voluntary
Simplicity, by Duane Elgin, the group raised their awareness
of issues and concerns in the environment. Each member was
challenged to live more simply in the choices made in her daily
life. “Being an associate offers me a way to learn more about the
challenges of my faith and a way to try to live up to some of those
challenges,” shares Ann Cooper.

Left to right: Judy Munshower, Sister Janice Hancock, Linda Dolphin, Sue Bennett, Ann Cooper, Mags Young, Sister James Marie Gross and Sister Julia Wingert.

Lantern Lights
Associate Group

Furthering
the Legacy
of Nano
Nagle
written by KARLA BERNS, ASSOCIATE CO-DIRECTOR
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“Being a Presentation associate has helped me have a closer
relationship with God,” claims Judy Munshower. “Because of
our group’s activities, the books we’ve read and discussed, I am
more aware of the world around me and my place in it.” Judy is a
member of Lantern Lights, a Dubuque associate group composed
of six associates and three Presentation sisters. Meeting monthly,
the group focuses on prayer, discussion, community and service.
One of the service projects the group engaged in was serving a
meal at Catholic Worker Hope House that currently offers food
and shelter to homeless men.

Mags Young knows that she is more aware of marginalized
people and environmental issues as a Presentation associate by
participating in the Advent project, visiting a depressed area in
Davenport, helping with the garage sale and reading information
sent through mailings. She states, “I feel more connected to Nano’s
intended legacy. Even though I know I could be doing more, my
connection to the associate partnership has brought me “one pace
beyond” where I would not otherwise be.”

Five years ago, the group initiated the idea of having a garage sale
to benefit the ministries of the Sisters of the Presentation and have
continued to help plan, organize and operate it each year. The
associates who embrace the works of Nano Nagle and generously
lend their support in ways to further that mission impresses Sister
James Marie Gross. Sister states, “They give me much hope for the
future of our mission.”

Sister Janice Hancock considers it a blessing to be a member of
an associate group. “We further our knowledge of our foundress
and encourage one another through discussion, sharing and
working together,” says Sister. Associate Sue Bennett expresses that
for her, being a Presentation associate means “supporting and
participating in a community whose charism is important and
meaningful.”

For the second year, the group is sponsoring a child through the
Christian Foundation for Children and the Aging. Meilyn, age
five, lives with her mother, two brothers and grandparents in a
small tin sheet house with no electricity or water in Gregorio,
Costa Rico. The group’s financial support of Meilyn provides
Christian teaching, medical/dental care, clothing, food stipends,
recreational activities, tuition (when she reaches school age),
school books, uniforms and supplies, and birthday and Christmas

In her book, Turning to One Another, Margaret Wheatley writes:
“Relationships are all there is. Everything in the universe exists
because it is in relationship with everything else. Nothing exists
in isolation. We have to stop pretending that we are individuals
who can go it alone.” The Lantern Lights are truly in relationship
partnering in the Presentation mission of serving the poor.
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Re-cycle and Help
Su p p o r t t h e
P r e s e n t a t i o n Mi s s i o n
Do you know that you’ll never wear that orange mock
turtleneck sweater again? What about those dishes stored in
the basement that you purchased on sale several years ago?
Or that bike hanging in the garage that you haven’t had off
the rack for three years? This is your chance to clean out your
garage, basement, attic and closets and keep those still useable
items from going in the landfill. Contribute them to the
Sisters of the Presentation and associates’ garage/gym sale.
WHEN:
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, April 23, 24 and 25, 2009
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, April 30, May 1 and 2, 2009
WHERE:
Garage and gym behind the Sisters of the Presentation
at 2360 Carter Road, Dubuque, Iowa.
WHAT:
Please bring your gently used items: clean adult, baby and
children’s clothing; household items; books; CDs; furniture;
games and toys, etc. (No shoes, No computers or accessories)
Fresh homemade bakery goods will also be sold.
WHY:
The proceeds from the sale will assist the following
Presentation ministries/charities:
• Shipping costs of clothing that is collected, sorted and
cleaned by the Mount Loretto Mission Room and sent to
eight missions in the United States
• Needs of the Cedar Rapids flood victims
• Needs of the Dubuque Food Pantry
• Needs of the Postville Immigrants
• Student Scholarship for Catholic Education to St. Patrick
Catholic School Endowment Fund in Waukon, Iowa

HOW YOU CAN HELP
The gym behind the Sisters of the Presentation will be
open for drop-offs of useable items from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
daily EXCEPT Sundays beginning Monday, April 13
until Wednesday, April 22. Wrapped baked goods can be
brought to the gym on April 23-24 and/or April 30-May
1. For more information, contact the Associate Office at
563.588.2008 or associates@dubuquepresentations.org.
Thank you.
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REMEMBERING our ROOTS

Presentation Sisters

St. Mary Parish
G i v i n g t h e G i f t s o f S h e l t e r,
Education and Hope
written by MAURA MCCARTHY, PBVM

Compassion means that if I see my friend and my enemy in equal
need, I shall help them both equally. Justice demands that we seek
and find the stranger, the broken, the prisoner and comfort them
and offer them our help.
Mechtild of Magdenburg, quoted in Open Mind by Diane Mariechild

The connection between St. Mary Parish
in Spirit Lake, Iowa, and the Sisters of
the Presentation began several years ago
when Sister Joy Peterson was invited by
Father Al Grendler to be pastoral minister
at St. Mary Parish. During these years
when Father Grendler and Sister Joy were
animating Christian community, the
parish community decided to sponsor a
missionary as a parish outreach.
For the Sisters of the Presentation, the
timing seemed ideal as Sister Rita Menart
was beginning her missionary activity
in the Quiché Diocese of Guatemala.
With an open heart, the St. Mary Parish
community decided to sponsor Sister
Rita’s ministry in Chupol, Guatemala.
Sister Rita recalls, “My relationship with
the parish of St. Mary Spirit Lake was a
great blessing when I lived in Guatemala.
In July 1991, I remember Sister Joy
telling me that the parish was interested
in supporting a missionary to broaden
their awareness of the world. The parish’s
support of my presence in Chupol started
shortly after.” Sister Rita adds, “Each
month I would receive the loose change
from one Sunday collection. The donation
covered my living expenses, travel and part
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of the health insurance and social security
costs that needed to be covered as well.”
To remind the parishioners of their
support for Chupol, Sister Joy had special
Guatemalan weavings displayed in the
church. Each year when Sister Rita came
home, she would make a special effort to
visit St. Mary parishioners and speak at the
weekend Masses. Sister says, “Through the
sharing, the people of the parish learned
more about the people they financially and
spiritually supported in Guatemala. I also
learned names and faces of the people who
supported me on the mission. I was greatly
blessed to be a bridge between two parts
of the world with the help of the generous
people of St. Mary.”
Sister Rita was a missionary for 10 years
in Guatemala among the Quiché speaking
Indians, forming Christian leaders, some
of these years with Sister Marge Healy,
until they turned their work over to a lay
team in December of 2000.
About the time that the Presentation
mission in Guatemala was completing its
term, Sister Maura McCarthy, working
in Southern Bolivia found herself in dire
need of additional help with educational

and housing projects among the Guaraní
Indians of the Pilcomayo River area of
Bolivia. Sister Joy began to discuss this
need with the new pastor of St. Mary,
Father James Smith, who had worked with
the Dubuque Presentations at St. Edmond
School in Fort Dodge, Iowa. Father Smith
consulted with the parish community, and
they began supporting the needs of the
Guaraní mission of Timboy in 2002.
Sister Maura says, “The first need was
transportation for traveling to the Guaraní
communities. Traveling often consists of
transporting the injured and sick over
very precarious roads in Timboy to the
hospitals in Entre Ríos or Tarija, hauling
adobe bricks and other building materials
so the Guaraní could build more suitable
housing in over 20 Guaraní communities,
and bringing in the harvested corn and
pumpkins, especially for the widows and
elderly farmers. The parish’s generosity also
helped to provide transportation costs for
students who boarded in the Ñaurenda
area for junior high and high school
education and their food costs.
As building projects became completed
and ambulances more available in the area
hospitals, Sister Maura became aware of
the transportation needs of the Sisters
working in Entre Ríos for educational,
evangelization and documentation work
among the more than 120 communities
of the O’Connor Province. At the present
time, the donations from Spirit Lake are
shared for the extensive transportation
needs of Sisters Julianne Brockamp,
Suzanne Takes, Rita Menart and Mery
Cary Paz as they travel to the distant
communities of the O’Connor Province.
“As the community of St. Mary reaches
out to the Presentation missionaries and to
the ‘stranger and the broken’ of Southern
Bolivia, we hope that this generous
compassion is richly rewarded in the Spirit
Lake area,” says Sister Maura. “Seeing the
results of their support first hand, St. Mary
is truly making a difference.”

Settle on
West Hill
reflection by JANICE HANCOCK, PBVM

As one who has walked the halls of St. Columbkille School from
kindergarten to 12th grade, it is my privilege to muse upon its
beginnings and early history.
In October 1874, Mother Vincent Hennessy, Alice Howley (great
aunt of Sister Anna Howley), Ellen Ahearn and Kate Reide left
Ireland arriving in Dubuque to find that no place had been
prepared for them to live. Thus these four women stayed with the
Visitation Sisters at their convent located on West Third Street
near the Cathedral Parish of St. Raphael.
In January 1875, the sisters traveled by sleigh to Key West to move
into the house the pastor had planned as a rectory. By February of
1875, classes were held in the convent parlor. In 1876, some of the
sisters began teaching in a new educational foundation at Western
Dubuque, now St. Anthony School and Parish. In 1878, Archbishop
John Hennessy announced that a convent would be built for the
sisters in a quiet suburban section of Dubuque known as “West
Hill” and that a school for the children of the mill workers and
miners who resided there would be operated by the sisters.
In September of the following year the convent/school on West
Hill, presently known as Rush Street, was not completed, so
classes were temporarily held in a vacant house on 244 South
Dodge, what is now Bryant Street. A double house, still standing
today, is the original site of the Presentation sisters’ school. On
December 9, 1879, the sisters moved from Dodge Street to the
West Hill location. The next day Mother Hennessy and the sisters
from Key West arrived with a farm wagon load of furniture
and moved into the new building which served as novitiate,
motherhouse, school and convent. The school was divided, the
lower floor for boys and the upper floor for girls. Classes officially
began in the new facility on December 15, 1879. Archbishop
Hennessy came for the dedication on July 19, 1880, and
announced the school be called St. Vincent in honor of Mother
Vincent Hennessy who had died earlier that year. The enrollment
in 1880 was 120 students who paid 25 cents per month which
formed the basis of the sisters’ monthly income. Since there was
no parish support, all expenses of the school and upkeep of the
building was taken care of by the sisters.
On Candlemas day in 1880, Father Garret Nagle, a distant relative
of Nano Nagle, foundress of the Sisters of the Presentation, walked

Above photo: House still
standing at 244 Bryant
Street. Right photo:
Doorway of St. Vincent’s
Academy (now St.
Columbkille School)

up Dodge Street from
the Cathedral with
“monstrance, cope, veil,
thurible, incense and
incense boat” on a very cold day so the residents of West
Hill could, for the very first time, have Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament and blessing of candles. The West Hill residents could
now forego the tiresome trip down the hill to the Cathedral. West
Hill eventually became St. Columbkille Parish in 1887.
From 1879 to 1909, St. Vincent School served as a day school for
local Catholics. With the construction and dedication of the new
motherhouse for the sisters located at 1229 Mt. Loretta Avenue in
1909, St. Vincent became St. Vincent Academy for girls, as well as
a boarding school serving students from much farther away, even
some from out of state.
In 1914, the number of resident students had outgrown all
available space. An addition to the building was planned that
consisted of private rooms, a chapel, an infirmary, a music room,
and a dining room. The enjoyment of the new building was short
lived, however, as it was destroyed by fire on February 14, 1919.
Fortunately, though, it was soon rebuilt and remodeled with the
finances of the sisters.
In 1930, Mother Mary Aquin sold the school building to St.
Columbkille Parish. The pastor, Right Reverend James J. O’Brien,
changed the name of St. Vincent to St. Columbkille School and
Archbishop Francis J.L. Beckman granted permission for boys to
attend the school. The sisters’ salaries were then paid by the parish.
Sixty-seven women have entered the Presentation community
from St. Columbkille Parish. Sister Mary Bernard Roddy was the
first vocation to the Presentation sisters on West Hill. Sister Mary
Genevieve Burke would be considered the first vocation from St.
Vincent Academy. I feel honored to have walked the halls of St.
Columbkille and am grateful to be one of the 67 women.
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KEEPING her NAME ALIVE

Woman of G od

Sister Mary Clement Bird
written by JOAN LICKTEIG, PBVM and ANNET TE SKYLES, PBVM

Life for Sister Clement began on February 19, 1914, in Sexton,
Iowa. Her eternal life began 94 years later on January 22, 2009,
after 73 years as a Presentation sister. Hers was a legacy of love and
holiness.
Sister Clement graduated from Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa,
and began her life of ministry in Iowa’s Mason City and Algona
classrooms. Community food service made up her second
ministry. Prayer and community service, officially her third
ministry, accented all her years.
Sister Clement’s former students remember, even today, the
kindness she showed toward her students, particularly those who
found learning difficult. Even after she concluded her teaching
career she continually delighted in hearing stories of children
and their classroom antics. Her sense of humor shone in the
sparkle of her bright brown eyes. Those same brown eyes welled
with heavy tears whenever anyone shared a moving story or an
account of suffering.
A gentle, sensitive, prayerful woman, Sister Clement loved life,
enjoyed reading and played a good hand of Euchre or 500.
She excelled at crocheting, having made
hundreds of delicate, pastel-colored baby
blankets, booties and matching caps
and hundreds more pairs of mittens
and afghans.
Ted Kooser, poet laureate in
2005, sees kindness in this hand
work…“to make a cap, a sock or
mitten – to take a ball of dime store
yarn and knit or crochet it into some
useful thing – is an act of generosity.
Someone is all the warmer for its
presence in the world.”
Whatever Sister Clement did,
she did well. Some said she
made the best-ever rhubarb
pie and others swore that
lemon pie was her specialty,
or was it the homemade
bread she turned out on
a regular basis? All were
unequaled.
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No doubt most people associate shyness with Sister Clement and
understandably so. Father Nouwen writes about shyness in his
book, Bread for the Journey. His insights speak of Sister Clement.
“There is something beautiful about shyness, even though in our
culture shyness is not considered a virtue. Shy people have long
shadows, where they keep much of their beauty hidden from
intruder’s eyes. Shy people remind us of the mystery of life that
cannot be simply explained or expressed.”
Thank you, Sister Clement, for sharing the work of your
hands and the love of your heart in your teaching, praying and
crocheting, in the vegetables you peeled, the dishes you washed
and the pies you made. No doubt your rhubarb or lemon pie
would be well received at dessert time in the heavenly kingdom.
A local pastor once commented, “Do you know the treasure
you have in Sister Clement?” Yes, we did. Father Doug Wathier,
chaplain at Mount Loretto Convent, articulated our community
sentiments at the funeral liturgy, “Sister Clement’s gentleness, her
patience, her good humor has made a deep impression on the
heart of this community.” And we are grateful.

Ke e p i n g t h e Na m e
o f Yo u r L o v e d O n e Al i v e
One way to honor loved ones is to remember
important values and hopes that were dear to them.
When you make a gift in memory of a loved one or a
loved one of someone you know to the Sisters of the
Presentation, you are keeping their values and hopes
alive through the sisters’ works of charity, education
and service. A card will be sent to the family of the
deceased stating that a donation has been made in his/
her memory. Memorials can be sent to Sisters of the
Presentation, 2360 Carter Road, Dubuque, Iowa 52001.
For more information, contact the Development Office
at 563.588.2008 or email us at
development@dubuquepresentations.org.

Mount Loretto

A N D B EYO N D
Featured below are special times in the lives of Dubuque Presentation Sisters, near and far.

Valentines for the Veterans
Throughout January, several sisters gathered
to create valentines for the veterans at the VA
Hospital in Marshalltown, Iowa. Before the sisters
realized, they had created 738 for the 700 patients.

You are invited to join us.
April 5 | May 3, 2009
Taize Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Sisters of the Presentation
Sacred Heart Chapel
2360 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa
April 12, 2009
Easter Liturgy
9:00 a.m.
Sisters of the Presentation
2360 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa

The Joy of Ministry

April 23-25, 2009
April 30-May 2, 2009
Garage/Gym Sale
Sisters of the Presentation
2360 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa

Sister Janet Stelken, pastoral care coordinator,
and Muna, resident assistant, share a light
moment while working together at St. Therese
Southwest in Hopkins, Minnesota.

May 9-16, 2009
QUEST Service Opportunity
New Orleans, Louisana
Please pray with us.

Service and Immersion Experiences

April 25, 2009
Midwest Associate Retreat
Sinsinawa, Wisconsin

“…Service has made me a better person. I am more willing to
see other sides of a story, more aware of the great diversity in
the world and more willing to do more for people outside of
my immediate community of friends and family.”

June 27, 2009
Golden Jubilees
Sister Kathleen Dolphin
Sister Benjamin Duschner
Sister Deborah Paige
Sister Irma Ries
Sister Leanne Welch

-Luz Silverio, a Washington University student

We have heard the cries of the poor and the desire of many others to help.
As Sisters of the Presentation and associates, we are committed to educating
ourselves and others about the root causes of poverty, as well as, educating
ourselves and others regarding earth sustainability for the purpose of
empowering us toward action.
It is with this passion that we offer experiences of service and immersion.
Various opportunities will be offered throughout the year to engage
college students, sisters, associates, friends and relatives to explore a deeper
understanding of God and God’s people. In this Quest, opportunities of
varying commitments of service and degrees of immersion will be provided.
For a calendar of events, go to www.dubuquepresentations.org.
For more information on how you can participate in our Presentation
service and immersion experiences, Quest, contact Sister Julie Marsh at
563.588.2008 or service@dubuquepresentations.org. She will be happy to
direct you to a Quest that fits best for you.

July 5, 2009
Golden Jubilees
Sister Cecelia Marie Auterman
Sister Therese Corkery
Sister Carolyn Link
Sister Julie Siggelkov
21st of each month
Pray for Vocations
25th of each month
Mass for Benefactors
For updated information about
the activities and events of the
Sisters of the Presentation of
Dubuque, please visit our web site at
www.dubuquepresentations.org
or call 563.588.2008.
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SPEA K ING
Sisters, Associates, Family, Friends in Brief

Congratulations to Sister Martha Donnelly
upon her December graduation from
Viterbo University in La Crosse, Wisconsin,
with a M.A. degree in Servant Leadership.
Sister Martha is currently ministering as a
chaplain at Gunderson Lutheran Hospital
in La Crosse.
Sister Karen Jasper has retired from her
22 years of pastoral care to sisters in Nagle
Center. She was honored at a special
brunch on February 8. Many thanks for her
ministry and congratulations to her as she
begins an new chapter in her life.

Sister Margaret Anne Kramer will assume
the position of coordinator of pastoral
care at Mount Loretto. She will continue as
part-time pastoral associate at St. Anthony
Parish in Dubuque. Blessings to her as she
graces the halls of Mount Loretto with her
presence.
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Go East, Dear Women, Go East
Convergence 2006, a meeting of 400 North American
Presentation sisters in St. Paul, Minnesota, enabled sisters
from far and wide to meet, pray and dream together. That
collaborative experience has inspired another gathering.
Eight sisters from Aberdeen, South Dakota, will make the
11-hour journey to again meet, pray and dream with their
Dubuque “cousins.” May 12-15 will find the group “heading
east” to the bluffs of the Mississippi River and discovering
the sites of Dubuque, visiting various sisters’ ministries in
the area and enjoying “sister-chats.”
Coming together is, in itself, a time of blessing. With their
common Presentation heritage, these two groups will have
opportunities to be enriched by shared life-time wisdom and
experiences. The result of this migration to the east can only
be a deepening of relationships and an increase in gratitude
for the various expressions of our common foundress’ spirit
and mission. Through this gathering may Nano Nagle offer
inspiration to her daughters in Aberdeen and Dubuque.

