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Drawn beyond…co-creating a world of peace 
 
      With numerous conflicts around our world, it seems more imperative than ever to 
locate the sacred silence of God.  It is in these moments that we hear the Spirit calling 
us to actualize peace beyond ourselves.   
      In 1981 the United Nations, acting from its founding principals, imagined peace 
by establishing September 21 as an International Day of Peace.  The resolution was 
adopted encouraging the entire world to observe a day of peace and nonviolence.  
Three years later Kofi Annan, former secretary General of the United Nations, 
supported a proposal of the World Council of Churches to establish an International 
Day of Prayer for Peace.   
      In the belief that peace is vital to our world, faith groups and other groups have 
built thousands of peace poles.  These are physical reminders that urge us to create 
and pray for peace.   
      While the Pope calls Catholics to pray for world peace each New Year’s Day, 
additionally, the Catholic tradition calls us to anticipate peace during Advent and to set 
our actions in accord with the “Prince of Peace” throughout the year.   
     “Pause for Peace”, a grassroots campaign co-signed by the International 
Presentation Association in 2004, invites individuals/groups to pause for one minute 
daily at noon local time to reflect upon and recommit to peace by saying, “I renew my 
commitment to peacemaking in the spirit of hope.”   

 
 
Reflection  
We, the Dubuque Sisters of the Presentation, are called to evangelize, offering hope 
and love to a broken world by incarnating the hospitality of God, confronting injustice, 
and working for peace.           Mission Statement 



 
Actions  
1. View the letter to United Nation’s Secretary-General Kofi Annan regarding the Pause 
for Peace Campaign at http://www.rscjinternational.org/content/view/74/63/lang,e/ In 
what ways does this letter affirm our work for peace?  The International Presentation 
Association invites members worldwide to remember to “Pause for Peace” at noon local 
time on September 21.  What other creative ways will I celebrate the International Day 
of Peace? 
 
2. Contact United States Representatives.  Urge Representatives to co-sponsor and 
support the establishment of a U.S. Department of Peace (i.e. HR 808).  Additionally, 
you may wish to urge them to bring about a swift and responsible end to U.S. military 
involvement in Iraq.   
 
3. Congress returns September 8 and adjourns on the 26th for election preparations.  
Among the many issues looking for a place on the plate is that of a second economic 
stimulus package.  It is not yet known whether this will be a separate supplemental 
appropriations bill or a separate economic stimulus package.  Senate and House are 
both putting together packages although the President is skeptical about a second 
stimulus package.  Contact U.S. Senators and Representatives urging them to work on 
a second stimulus package that includes direct aid to lowest-income people to help with 
the cost of necessities.   
 
4. From September 10-16, faith-based groups will be mobilizing their communities to 
ask their election candidates what they plan to do to address the pressing issues of 
poverty in the first 100 days of office.  In keeping with the IPA focus on poverty, U. S. 
citizens are to contact candidates who are running for office to ask what plan they have 
for poverty during their first 100 days.  Resources for getting others involved and for 
prayer are available at www.fightingpovertywithfaith.com and 
http://fightingpovertywithfaith.typepad.com/fighting_poverty_with_fai/resources.html 
 
5.  September 21, International Day of Prayer for Peace.  Join in prayer with people 
throughout our world.  Click on the link below and click again Prayers for Peace.  
http://www.dubuquepresentations.org/New_Site/standtogether.cfm  
 
 
Contact  Information 
President 202.456.1111; Congress 202.224.3121 or 800.828.0498 
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