
 

JUSTICE UPDATE - SEPTEMBER 2006 

Immigrants, Migrants and Refugees 
 
Associates and sisters at the Conference of Presentation Sisters’ Convergence (July 2006) called for an 
urgent public statement supporting just and fair immigration in the U.S./ North America.  This statement 
was created and affirmed by the Conference of Presentation leadership and justice contacts at a 
gathering in August 2006.  The following is the Conference of Presentation Sisters statement on 
immigration:  
 
Presentation sisters and associates of North America stand in support of immigrants, migrants and 
refugees in a spirit of hospitality and compassion.  In solidarity with women religious and Catholic Bishops 
throughout North America, we “promote legislation that includes family reunification; a path to earned 
legalization; worker protections and an effective border policy that is humane rather than punitive.” 
 
Listening to the reality: 
These are reflections from Paula Schwendinger, PBVM, on the reality of Florida immigrants.  Paula has 
ministered at Guadalupe Mission since 1989 and estimates that ninety-five percent of those with whom 
she ministers with are of Mexican or Mexican-American descent. 
 

• Some families have been in this country 17 years--they are working hard, with falsified documents, 
as that is the only way they can find employment.  

• Some are attempting to buy homes, but they know that if they are deported, everything they 
have, the equity in their homes, etc. is lost.   

•  More and more of our people have expired licenses--and cannot get them renewed.  
• One family here has 3 sons, all born in the U.S., so the parents put the vehicle insurance in the 

name of their 17 yr. old son, since he is the only one with a valid driver's license.  Of course 
because of his age, the insurance is a lot higher than it would have been in his mother or father's 
name.  We have no idea what percent of our community have no legal documents, as the church 
should be one place where they feel safe.  Father and I estimate that it is close to 50%. 

• Last week a young, highly educated man from Chile was driving when a policeman pulled him 
over.  There was no problem with a tail-light out, or speeding, etc.  The policeman ran his 



registration, and it was fine, however his license had expired.  He was told to appear in court in 2 
weeks and get his license renewed before that time, which of course he cannot do due to his legal 
non-status within our country.  I called both the immigration lawyer from Catholic Charities and 
one of our women who work with Florida Rural Legal Services to see if it is legal to pull someone 
over.  There is a lot of racial profiling now and nothing can be done, as it is the young man's word 
against the policeman.  Fortunately, individuals in similar situations who have appeared in court 
are not being deported, unless they have a prior criminal record.  They have to pay a fine, do 
community service, and are told not to drive--which for some is impossible. 

•  Our U.S. immigration policy is no longer welcoming.  "…the tired, the poor, the huddled 
masses..." has had long-lasting and difficult effects on the lives of our Floridian community. 

 
Called to action: 
1. As an individual who strives to live the charism of Nano Nagle, what are my feelings and thoughts as I 
read through the above reality of immigrant life?  How aware am I within my own family of the struggles 
of my immigrant ancestors?  Where is it that I, like Nano, reach out in faith with a spirit of hospitality, 
compassion and simplicity to today’s immigrants?   How do I help to shatter myths and stereotypes and 
promote a welcoming attitude among our members, associates, and co-workers?   You may wish to view 
the brief video, “Dying to Live” that shares the immigrant story.   
 
2. Scripture states: “The strangers who sojourn with you shall be to you as the natives among you, and 
you shall love them as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” (Leviticus 19:33-34) 

 

“…welcome the stranger “for what you do to the least of my sisters and brothers,  
you do unto me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

 
Deepen your spirituality of hospitality.  A helpful article by Christine Pohl can be found on www.religion-
online.org/showarticle.asp?title=1988  
 
3.  Our U.S. legislators recently completed hearings on immigration around the country including 
Dubuque, Iowa.  It is unlikely that the Senate and House will resolve immigration before their recess for 
elections.  Immigration rallies continue to be held throughout the country to urge passage of a bill.  You 
are encouraged to participate in these if they are in your geographic area.  In addition, call your Senators 
and Representative (202.224.3121) and urge them to pass legislation that includes family reunification; a 
path to earned legalization; worker protections and an effective border policy that is humane rather than 
punitive.  You may learn more and take action at www.justiceforimmigrants.org/action.html   
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