
 
 
 
 
 

October 2010 
 

UNITED STATES 2010 ELECTIONS 
 

The media in the United States is currently dominated with election ads and the analyzing of 
candidates. As Catholics we are called to responsible citizenship with participation in the political life 
as a moral obligation. The document, Faithful Citizenship, calls us to examine candidates for office 
through the lens of our moral convictions rather than through a political party or special interest lens. 
This document, written by the U.S. Catholic Bishops, states, “As Catholics we are not single-issue 
voters. A candidate’s position on a single issue is not sufficient to guarantee a voter’s support.” 
Rather, the morals in Catholic Social Teaching challenge us to make a priority for the common good.  
  
REFLECTION/ACTION:  

• Citizens of the United States are urged to re-read the summary of the document Faithful 
Citizenship located at http://www.usccbpublishing.org/client/client_pdfs/bulletininsert.pdf and 
prayerfully consider candidates for office through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching with a 
priority for the common good.  

• The Faithful Citizenship website offers additional resources for use with others at 
http://www.faithfulcitizenship.org/  

 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE IPA  
(International Presentation Association) 
 
Individuals may remember that one of the major concerns of IPA is Human Rights. A group of Elders 
(independent group of global leaders called together by Nelson Mandela including Jimmy Carter) 
continue to express concern about human rights abuses in Sri Lanka. Of importance is that the Elders 
encourage individuals of the United States to write a letter to President Obama, Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, and/or their Senators insisting the Sri Lankan Government carry out the actions 
suggested by the Elders.  
 
These actions include:  

• Withdraw wartime emergency legislation and make a public commitment to uphold the human 
rights of all citizens of Sri Lanka, including minorities. 

• Allow immediate ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) access to the estimated 
8,000 people detained on suspicion of being ex-combatants. 

• Co-operate with the UN Secretary-General’s panel of experts on accountability, including 
granting visas if requested. 



• Ensure that any prosecutions are based on evidence and not political expediency; cease 
political interference in the work of the judiciary. 

• Allow domestic and international NGOs (non-governmental organizations) and media to carry 
out their work in Sri Lanka without harassment, intimidation or undue restrictions. 

• Begin a meaningful process of consultation with people in the north and east of the country on 
land issues and economic development as well as constitutional reforms to address long-
standing political marginalization of ethnic minorities. 

• Ensure the security of United Nations operations and personnel. 
 
REFLECTION/ACTION:  

• More information about Sri Lanka is located at http://tiny.cc/iq0iy or by performing a Good 
Search on the “The Elders and Sri Lanka”. Addresses to President Obama, Secretary of State 
Clinton and Senators are listed below. 

 
 
President Barack Obama    Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House     US State Dept 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW   2201 C St., NW 
Washington, DC 20500    Washington, DC 20520 
Comments: 202-456-1111    202-647-5291 
Fax: 202-456-2461     Fax: 202-647-6434 
Email: president@whitehouse.gov  E-mail: secretary@state.gov 
 
 
Senator _______________ 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202.224.3121 or toll free 866.338.1015 
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