
 
 

 
 

October 2009 
 

International Day of Climate Action 
 
Stand with the Conference of Presentation Sisters by urging elected leaders of the importance for 
action with regard to climate change in local, national and international arenas. October 24th is the 
International Day of Climate Action and an opportunity for “group action.” On this day, individuals, 
united in action, are encouraged to call the world’s political leaders to reduce carbon in the 
atmosphere to 350 parts per million. Scientists say this is the acceptable “safe” level that will keep us 
from suffering the worst ravages of global climate change. Needed is an international agreement to 
reduce carbon emissions quickly. 2009  is shaping up to offer the best opportunity for real change.  
 
The United Nations is working on a global climate treaty. The UN-led Seal the Deal Campaign 
(http://www.sealthedeal2009.org/) aims to galvanize political will and public support for reaching a 
comprehensive global climate agreement in Copenhagen, Denmark in December 2009. This 
meeting is considered a successor to the Kyoto Protocol to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. 
Reaching a deal by the time the meeting ends will depend not only on complex political negotiations, 
but also on public pressure from each of us around the globe. World leaders must hear a strong 
message that citizens are holding them accountable for working together in the interests of the 
human community to create a treaty that will safeguard the planet for present and future generations.  
 
ACTIONS: 
 

1. Oct 16-18 “Stand Up and Take Action to End Poverty” - another opportunity 
for Presentation Solidarity. The IPA, International Presentation Association, urges us: 
 

• Join the UN Millennium Campaign to raise the profile of Millennium Development 
Goals. Wherever you are (alone, in a group or as part of an organization) choose a 
moment to physically and intentionally Stand Up and Take Action. Those in educational 
settings may locate the Stand Up pledge at www.standagainstpoverty.org  
 

• Raise funds for a specific PBVM action/issue. This year we are invited to 
raise funds to send a couple of people who work with Presentation Sisters “on the 
ground” to attend ECOSOC meetings at the UN. Committed to address the root causes 
of poverty, let us bring the voices of those made poor to the decision makers at the UN. 
The goal is to fund the travel of 3 or 4 people in 2010. Send your offering to Marge 
Healy, PBVM by Oct. 31, 2009. Funds will be forwarded to the IPA Networker 
Marlette Black, PBVM. 
 

http://www.sealthedeal2009.org/
http://www.standagainstpoverty.org/


2. Climate Change: 
• Visit www.350.org for ideas on how to make 350, 350 parts per million, visible to 

everyone.  
• Visit www.sealthedeal2009.org to sign a petition for a fair climate change agreement at 

the Copenhagen conference.  
• Urge government leaders to reduce carbon emissions. 
• Join a local group that protects the environment to ring bells at 12 noon or at 3:50 am 

and 3:50 pm on October 24. Don’t forget to tell elected leaders why you are doing this. 
• Take action to reduce consumption. 

   
3. Senate’s bill on climate change: “Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act” 

• Study the bill http://kerry.senate.gov/cleanenergyjobsandamericanpower/intro.cfm  
(Scroll Down).  

• Review 2009 Community Days input from Cathleen Real, CHM, regarding carbon 
dioxide emission targets, carbon trading, carbon offsets, international financing and bio-
fuels. In November the bill will be marked up in committee. It is likely that no legislation 
will be passed before the UN Conference on Climate Change in Copenhagen. 
Environmental Groups have many concerns regarding the proposed senate legislation. 

 
4. Take Pride in Being Presentation: Presentation Sister Joan Evans, from Perth in Western 

Australia, works in the slum areas of Bangkok. You can see her video, “Missionary nun cares 
for slum people” at www.youtube.com. You may wish to share/view this with others. 

 
Phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses for each state’s representatives can be found 
by typing in your zip code at: http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home. 

http://www.350.org/
http://www.sealthedeal2009.org/
http://kerry.senate.gov/cleanenergyjobsandamericanpower/intro.cfm
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home

