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What values are United States’ citizens using to discern the candidate 
best suited for government office? 

 
You may remember that one of our sisters participated in the Platform for the Common Good this 
past July. NETWORK (National Catholic Social Justice Lobby) and Catholics in Alliance for the 
Common Good convened the event along with several other sponsors. Gathering in Philadelphia, to 
honor our nation’s founders, those assembled wrote the platform using the input of 175 groups from 
across the U.S. Guided by the nation’s founders in their writing of the U.S. Constitution and 
implementing the familiar SEE, JUDGE and ACT of Catholic social teaching, the group wrote the 
platform striving to more fully understand the current world reality and the Preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution.  

 
“The nation’s founders sought to “establish Justice, insure Domestic Tranquility, provide for 
the Common Defense, promote the General Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 

ourselves and our posterity.”(US Constitution --preamble) 
 

The reality that Christians SEE in our world challenges them to JUDGE, i.e. critically review or 
analyze in accord with Catholic Social Teaching. To do this requires that Christians know Catholic 
Social Teaching. If Christians SEE reality and lack the critical analysis, values of faith fail to be 
applied. When Christians have current knowledge of their world and critically analyze the situation, 
they are invited to ACT.   
 
There are many levels of action that need consideration:   

• action that individuals can take   
• action that is beyond what any individual can do 
• action needed by communities and government.   

  
As the United States elections draw near, it is the ACTION that needs consideration.  

• What are the candidates for President, Senate, Congress, and local office 
      saying about the issues and what action are they wanting to take?   
• How does this coincide with my reflection on the issues?   
• In what ways does the candidate hold common good values as highlighted in Catholic Social 

Teaching?   



We are invited to stand with the United States Catholic Bishops who vigorously repeat a call for a 
renewed kind of politics focused more on:   

1. moral principles than on latest polls,  
2. the needs of the weak than on benefits for the strong,  
3. the pursuit of the common good than on the demands of narrow interests.”  

(Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, US Catholic Bishops, p.17) 
 
Reflection/Actions: 

1. Discern where candidates stand on the issues before the elections. On Election Day be sure to 
vote and help others get out to vote.   

 
Optional reflection resources include:  

a. Platform for the Common Good located at: 
http://www.networklobby.org/PlatformfortheCommonGood.pdf 

 

b. Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: 
http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf 

 

c. Maryknoll Election Guide: http://www.maryknollogc.org/2008elections/index.htm 
 

d. Center of Concern located at: http://www.coc.org/election2008 
 

e. NETWORK election chart located at: http://www.networklobby.org/ (Scroll down the page) 
 

f. Catholic Alliance for the Common Good at: 
http://www.catholicsinalliance.org/resources/publications  

 
1. To commemorate the International Day to Eradicate Poverty (October 17), the 

International Presentation Association invites all friends of Nano to assist in the eradication 
of poverty in Zimbabwe. Individuals and groups are encouraged to make some sacrifices 
involving personal cost in solidarity with our Presentation family and the people suffering in 
Zimbabwe. The money will be used for a capacity building project to be decided by our sisters 
in Zimbabwe in consultation with their Leadership. This would mean that the money could be 
spent on skills training for individuals and/or groups, leadership training, or development 
programs. The goal would be to help in the re-building of Zimbabwe after many years of 
devastation. Send donations to S Marge Healy by October 25 so that the money can be 
sent to Zimbabwe.   

 
3.   In the month of October, churches across the United States are taking time to renew their 

commitment to ending hunger in God’s world through the celebration of Bread for the 
World Sunday by observing a time of prayer and fasting in response to increased hunger in 
our country and around our world. Bulletin inserts are available in both Spanish and English. 
Additionally, resources include prayers, suggestions for hymns, a litany and a preaching 
resource. These are located at www.bread.org/sunday  

      Some of these items may be downloaded from the website. 
 

4.  Beyond Elections: Redefining Democracy in the Americas is a new 
documentary by Michael Fox and Silvia Leindecker that has just been released.  According to 
Witness For Peace newsletter, “the documentary raises the debate on democracy, electoral 
politics, and representation, and opens a window in to countless experiences of participatory 
democracy taking place across the Americas.” To see a full description of the film, visit 
www.beyondelections.com.     

     The film may be ordered at https://secure.pmpress.org/index.php?l=product_detail&p=59   
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 To Commemorate the International Day to Eradicate Poverty 
17 October 2008 

YOU ARE INVITED 
to join in an IPA global action 

to assist in the eradication of poverty in Zimbabwe 

“Overcoming poverty  
is not  

a gesture of charity;  
it is an act of justice.” 

 

Nelson Mandela at the Live 8 Concert 

 

Do you remember the IPA Project for
17 October 2006?

IPA contributed funds to the Bakhita 
Women’s project. In May this year 
Prema Antony pbvm, the IPA Intern 
at the United Nations, made a 
presentation on the Bakhita 
Women’s project at a side event of 
the Commission on Sustainable 
Development. The story of this 
project has been included on the 
UN’s Best Practice website (do a 
Google search for “Harnessing Rain 
Water by Bakhita Women” or go to 
http://esango.un.org/ irene/Index). 
There is also an account of the 
incredible work done by the Bakhita 
women and our sisters who walked 
with them on the Union of 
Presentation Sisters website (click on 
E-News, then click on 24 June 2008 
under Archives “Bakhita Women’s 
Dam {Kalomo}). 

What is the IPA Project for 
17 October 2008?

IPA invites all its Members, 
associates, colleagues, friends of 
Nano to make some sacrifices 
involving personal cost in 
solidarity with our sisters and the 
suffering people of Zimbabwe to 
raise funds for a capacity building 
project to be decided by our 
sisters in Zimbabwe in 
consultation with their 
Leadership. The money raised 
could be spent on skills training 
for individuals or groups of our 
sisters, associates, friends of 
Nano in Zimbabwe, on leadership 
training, or development of 
programs—whatever the Sisters 
decide could contribute to the re-
building of Zimbabwe after these 
years of devastation. 
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