
 

JUSTICE UPDATE - OCTOBER 2005 

 
 Drilling in the Artic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) 
 
At about 19 million acres, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) is the largest refuge in the 
National Wildlife Refuge System managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. ANWR, in the 
northeast corner of Alaska on Alaska's North Slope, is about the size of the state of North Carolina. 
The area for potential drilling includes about 1.5 million acres, about the size of the state of Delaware.  
The area includes the calving grounds of the Porcupine caribou herd, upon which the native Gwich'in 
Athabascan people depend for subsistence. The Gwich'in oppose oil development in ANWR. ANWR 
is also home to 45 types of land and marine mammals including the bowhead whale, polar and grizzly 
bears and moose. About 180 species of birds have been observed in the refuge, including migratory 
birds from China, Argentina and Maryland. 
 
Connections 
Living as guests of God’s hospitality, we reverence and celebrate all creation as gift. Specifically, we 
embrace the principles of The Earth Charter, grounding our decisions and actions, both individual and 
communal, on the needs of our fragile earth.  (PBVM Direction Statement, December 2002) 
 
Accept that with the right to own, manage and use natural resources comes the duty to prevent 
environmental harm and to protect the rights of people. (Earth Charter, #2a) 
 
“True stewardship requires changes in human actions—both in moral behavior and technical 
advancement. Our religious tradition has always urged restraint and moderation in the use of material 
goods, so we must not allow our desire to possess more material things to overtake our concern for 
the basic needs of people and the environment.”  
(US Catholic Bishops, Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good, #18) 
 
Reflection 
     Many in Congress believe the answer to U.S. oil dependence and high gasoline prices is to find 
more oil in the U.S.  Currently the U.S. consumes about 7 billion barrels of oil each year; the U.S. 



Department of the Interior estimates that perhaps 7.7 billion barrels of oil are recoverable within the 
federal portions of the drilling area.   
     The efficient and environmentally friendly way to reduce U.S. oil vulnerability is to reduce demand.  
Increasing the fuel efficiency to 40 mpg in vehicles (account for 40% of our oil consumption) would 
reduce our oil dependence by about one-third over ten years.  Demand can be further met through 
conservation, expanding public transportation and increasing the use of renewable fuels.    
 
Actions 
1.  Visit the Arctic Refuge Series of photographs at http://wwbphoto.com/Photo1-61Icebergs.html  
     Alaska is a beautiful frontier-like space as anyone who has visited can attest to!   
 
2.  Urge your U.S. Senators to oppose any piece of legislation that includes opening ANWR to oil  
      exploration. 
 
3.  Having reflected upon our demand for oil and the beauty in the Arctic, what is my commitment to  
     reducing demand for oil and products made from oil? 
  
4.  Making a disaster in Alaska is not a way to respond to the disaster in our Gulf Coast.  While efforts 
to  
     curb further deficit spending are always commendable, Congress is urged to consider measures 
that    
     will do the least harm to our most vulnerable individuals.  When contacting your Senators about   
     ANWR, urge them to:      

             * Support senate bill 1716 that provides emergency health care to hurricane victims through the  
      Medicaid program. 
 

     * Oppose any across-the-board cuts in discretionary spending and deeper cuts in mandatory  
       spending programs such as Medicaid and Medicare.        

              * Oppose any tax cuts and repeal those tax cuts already extended but not in effect.   
 
  

Calling Congress on October 17 and 18, you can use this number: 1.800.426.8073 

Sponsored by the Coalition on Human Need 
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