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The economic stimulus package is the one priority as legislators return the week of November 
17. The House has passed the Job Creation and Unemployment Relief Act (H.R. 7110).  Benefits in 
the bill can be viewed at http://www.networklobby.org/issues/economic_equity/Jobs-
Unemployment10-21-08.htm. The Senate can either examine this bill or write an alternate one. As of 
now no details have been given by the Senate.  
      
Every person has the right to live in dignity because each is created in God’s image. To live in 
dignity requires that one’s basic human needs be met. It is hoped that the following basic, urgent 
needs for low-income, at-risk citizens will be found in this stimulus package:   

• the need for food and nutrition support for poor and working families  (More funding is needed 
due to continued high food prices and more families being eligible for help.) 

• the need to address foreclosures and housing  
• the need to extend and create jobs  (A record number of people continue to lose employment 

and many are near the end of their unemployment benefits.) 
• the need for green energy initiatives both for energy and employment,  
• the need for funding for healthcare needs of the states (With more unemployed, states are 

challenged to meet their portion of the Medicaid costs. States are bound by balanced budget 
laws and, therefore, are unable to borrow for the medical needs of citizens).       

 
As is typical in Washington, trade-offs are being considered. President Bush has indicated that he 
would like the Columbian Free Trade Agreement passed before signing any economic stimulus 
package. The two are not related and must be kept separate. Rahm Emanuel has stated that lame 
duck sessions are to be used for priority issues and that the Columbian Free Trade Agreement does 
not fall into this category. Additionally, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi desires to aid the auto industry. 
Might the free trade agreement rear its head here as well?  In any scenario, we must be watchful. 
 
ACTIONS 
1. As a prerequisite to the season of Advent, let us pay attention to who is included and excluded 
from a potential economic stimulus package. As we weigh in on options, when making a 
choice to support legislation let us consider the cost to those who are most poor globally.  
 
2. Thousands of people, including some from the Presentation family, will be traveling to Fort 
Benning, Georgia (USA) to join in the solemn procession  
(Nov. 23) to close the School Of the Americas or the Western Hemispheric Institute 
for Security Cooperation (WHINSEC). While Argentina, Uruguay and Venezuela are abstaining 
from its use, there is still much to do to stop the counterinsurgency and interrogation tactics used by 
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those being trained to wage a war against their own people. You are invited to contact your 
Representatives and urge them to take immediate action to stop training at the school, initiate an 
independent investigation into past and present education and training the school provides to Latin 
American personnel and co-sponsor legislation (HR 1707) that would suspend operations at the 
SOA/WHINSEC 
 
3. Maude Barlow, author of Blue Gold:  The Fight to Stop Corporate Theft of the World’s Water 
(with Tony Clarke) and an impressive water activist, has been recently appointed as senior water 
advisor to the United Nations President. In addition to many honorary degrees, she has 
recently been awarded the Citation for Lifetime Achievement from the Canadian Environment 
Awards, Canada's highest environmental award. Send a note of congratulations at 
http://action.foodandwaterwatch.org/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=26137&trackBlogMB   
 
4. Did you obtain a new state legislator in your geographic area?  A new federal legislator?   Make 
plans to sit down and write a letter to her/him about your hopes and dreams in addition to your 
concerns. Knowing about her/his background is most helpful in continuing education on the issues. 
Gather phone, office, and fax information for your future use.  
 
Phone numbers, addresses and e-mail addresses for each state’s representatives can be found at 
the link below –type in your zip code. http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home  
Or you may contact legislators by calling 202.224.3121 or 1.800.828.0493 
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