
 

JUSTICE UPDATE - NOVEMBER 2005 

 
KATRINA SPENDING: WHOSE PRIORITIES AND WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS? 

 
• Cutting Help for Families, Children, People with Disabilities, the Elderly 

 
• House Committee on Ways and Means: Low-Income Programs on Chopping Block 

 
• House Committee on Agriculture: Big Cuts to Food Stamps 

 
• House Energy and Commerce Committee: Medicaid Cuts Target Those Who Cannot 
Afford to Pay 

 
     The above headlines taken from the Coalition on Human Needs website, have come the last week of 
October in response to Hurricane Katrina spending.  What does your heart, gut and mind tell you when 
you read these headlines?   
 
 
Connection:  
Section III of our Earth Charter speaks of the Social and Economic Justice these headlines lack.  For 
example, “Recognize the ignored, protect the vulnerable, serve those who suffer, and enable them to 
develop their capacities and to pursue their aspirations.” (#9c, Earth Charter) 
 
“…offering hope and love to a broken world by incarnating the hospitality of God, confronting injustice, 
and working for peace.” (Mission Statement) 
 
“The obligation to provide justice for all, means that the poor have the single most urgent economic claim 
on the conscience of the nation.” (US Catholic Bishops, Economic Justice for All, #86) 
 
“The way society responds to the needs of the poor through its public policies is the litmus test of its 
justice or injustice.”  (US Catholic Bishops, Economic Justice for All, #123) 
 
Reflection:  



From 2005-2010, the cost of Katrina expenditures is estimated at $240 Billion, while the cost of tax cuts if 
extended over that same time is approximately $1.77 Trillion.  Shouldn’t tax cuts and their growth on our 
national debt be of bigger concern than offsetting Hurricane Katrina expenses with cuts for vulnerable 
people?  It might do well for Congress to examine in greater detail the benefits and harm caused by each 
potential action.  “Policies that increase the deficit AND also provide incentives for people to work, acquire 
more skills and education, undertake research and development, invest, innovate, or use resources more 
efficiently may do less harm to future living standards than those policies that increase the deficit without 
providing such incentives.” (Congressional Budget Office Report)  How do tax cuts provide the above 
incentives?  Which option places us in greater solidarity with our vulnerable sisters and brothers?   
 
 
Action:  
1.  Contact your Senators and Representatives as soon as possible.   

 Urge each to oppose permanent tax cuts and repeal those not yet in effect.  In addition, urge 
each to stop using Hurricane Katrina expenses as an excuse for cutting programs that 
affect the poor and vulnerable members of our communities.  (There is no toll free number this 
time, yet the need is most urgent.  Legislators will be acting on the budget next week.  The Capitol 
number is: 1.202.224.3121)   

 
2.  How did Nano gather courage and spirit in acting with poor individuals in her time?  How am I open to 
the same transformation?  What impassions me for being with poor individuals in my time?  What limits 
do I place on my solidarity with poor individuals?  
 
3.  Visit www.chn.org (Coalition on Human Needs) or the www.cbpp.org (Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities) to read other articles on national budget decisions.   
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.chn.org/
http://www.cbpp.org/

