
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 2009 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL COLLAPSE OR TRANSFORMATION? 
 
Markup is currently taking place with regard to the Waxman Markey discussion draft “American 
Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009.” 
 
Debate began in the U.S. Congress that will lay the foundation for the U.S. to take a leadership role in 
putting the world on a path to solving global warming. Markey left out many specifics in the discussion 
draft because he wanted to hear from all affected parties on how to minimize impacts on citizens and 
help energy-intensive businesses adapt to a new regulatory scheme. 
 
The bill currently includes the key ingredients necessary for a transition to a clean energy future like: 

 

• energy efficiency 
• renewable energy 
• modernization of the electrical grid 
• a cap on greenhouse gas emissions 

 

According to an article by Susan Stephenson after seeing the Act, the draft “addresses important 
equity concerns by supporting the most vulnerable developing countries in adapting to the impacts 
of global warming through the creation of an International Adaptation Program under USAID providing  
 

• strong incentives to address deforestation and  
• developing a Clean Technology Fund to support widespread adoption of clean technologies by 

developing countries.”   
 
ACTIONS 
1. IPA request: Marlette Black (PBVM from Australia) and Fatima Rodrigo, (PBVM at the UN) have 
advised us of the importance of contacting President Obama as soon as possible asking him to 
attend the June Financial Conference June 1-3 organized by Fr. Miguel d'Escotto, the President of 
the UN General Assembly. It is important that the Heads of States participate in it so that 
commitments are made and implemented at all levels. 

“In the present financial crisis, the poor are among the hardest hit. It is estimated that as many as 90 
million more people will live in poverty as a result of the crisis and that 200-400 thousand children will 
die. The damaging effects of climate change and the food crisis could inflate those statistics even 
more.” 

The easiest and most efficient way of using the message is to go to www.whitehouse.gov and at top 
right select Contact us, fill in the appropriate information, and in the message box, copy the 
message from below. Another option is to simply send a postcard. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/


 

Dear President Obama, 
As a member of the Sisters of the Presentation, United Nations, New York, I urge you to join 
with other world leaders, June 1-3, 2009, to work collaboratively to create a global financial 
architecture that is people-centered and takes into account the needs of all countries. This 
June Financial Conference must identify the critical challenges facing the human community 
and devise a process that gives all stakeholders a voice and a road map to follow. This 
conference provides an excellent opportunity for the United States to show both leadership 
and a willingness to work with other countries for the good of all. 
 

Sincerely, 
Please sign name and address) 

 
  
2. “Environmental pollution is making particularly unsustainable the lives of the poor [people] of the 
world. In dialogue with Christians of various confessions, we must pledge ourselves to take care of 
creation and to share its resources in solidarity.”  

(Pope Benedict XVI during Angelus address in 2006)    
 

How is environmental pollution making the lives of poor people unsustainable?  
If my sisters and brothers spoke to me of the consequences of my contribution to environmental 
pollution, what would they say? What alternatives exist for locally-based clean energy? How do these 
alternatives prioritize creating a better life over profit for all global citizens including the non-human 
species? Contact U.S. legislators to add your voice to their discussions.  
 
3. The recent commemoration of the raid in Postville, IA, reminds of the call for comprehensive 
immigration reform. Thank you to those who signed the petition asking for Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform that was sent to Harkin and Braley at the time of the anniversary. Over 1500 
people signed on! 
 
The DREAM Act (Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act) is working its way 
through both U.S. legislative bodies. The DREAM Act (S.729/H.R. 1751) permits qualified immigrant 
students who have grown up in the U.S. to adjust to temporary legal status and eventually obtain 
permanent resident status provided they attend college or enter the U.S. military. Contact legislators 
to encourage them to co-sponsor and/or support the DREAM Act. More talking points are located at 
http://www.congressweb.com/cweb4/index.cfm?orgcode=cha&issue=31    
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