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Demand Devouring Food Supply 
 

In the U.S. the number of people on food stamps is the highest it has ever been. While the 
U.S. provides much of the world’s food aid, at the same time only half of the dollars spent actually 
reach hungry people. Why? U.S. law requires food aid to be purchased by U.S. farmers, processed 
and bagged in the U.S. and shipped on U.S. vessels. This process “eats up” half the dollars spent. 
Additionally, programs that serve meals to the needy are feeling the effects of the cost of food and 
are looking for ways to keep providing food. According to World Bank President, Robert Zoellick, 
thirty-three countries are at risk of social upheaval because of rising food prices. When countries 
have many people who spend half to three-quarters of their daily income on food, there is no margin 
for survival according to Zoellick.  
      Examining some aspects of supply and demand demonstrate the complexity of food security. 
On the demand side, the population growth is approximately 70 million each year. There are 
individuals and countries in our world that desire to move up the food chain and consume more 
livestock products. In the U.S., there is acceleration of the use of grain (food) to produce biofuel for 
automobiles. On the supply side, there is little new land to be used for growing food. Prime cropland 
is being lost to industrial and residential development and to all types of roads and parking lots.  
      Additionally, the lack of rain contributes to decreased yields of food. The high cost of fertilizer 
contributes to food costs. U.S. subsidized grains have contributed to the extinction of various 
agricultural foods in some developing countries and thus their reliance on imported food. Combine all 
this with the transportation necessary to get foods to consumers and the rising price of oil and there is 
no disputing the rationale for social unrest and political instability of countries over the issue of food.  
     What can countries and individuals do? Potential solutions include stabilizing the population, 
restricting the use of grain to produce fuels, stabilizing water tables, ensuring that financial services 
are available to poor farmers, protecting cropland and conserving soil. Working to reduce climate 
change through exploration of alternative energy and agricultural practices can also help. Individuals 
can choose to eat lower on the food chain, buy locally grown food, plant their own gardens, nurture 
their soil, use water efficiently, donate to feed hungry people, advocate for global fair trade practices, 
and invest in/use alternative forms of energy. With much to “digest” the choice to proceed remains 
ours. How do my actions affect others? 
 
Reflection: 
“Think of the poorest person you have ever seen," said Gandhi, "and ask if your next act will be of 
any use to her*/him.”  (* made inclusive from original quote) 
 
Actions:  



1. Consider how individual actions contribute to increased demand for food. What realistic 
actions would improve the situation for others? Explore ways to carry out these actions and act.  
 
2. The Jubilee Act (HR 2634/S 2166) that provides debt relief for impoverished countries passed the 
House in April and now moves to the Senate where there is bipartisan support and 25 co-sponsors. 
Urge Senators to co-sponsor the Jubilee Act, S 2166.  
 
3. Out of concern for the children who are being used as soldiers in 20 armed conflicts worldwide, 
children have initiated the “Red Hand” Campaign to urge officials at the United Nations to act. The 
aim of this global campaign is to present one million red hands on February 12, 2009, the anniversary 
of the day the treaty to ban child soldiers took effect. As an expression of protest, create a message 
opposing the use of children as soldiers including your name, city, state and country. These may be 
placed on a paper cutout of a red hand and/or a red hand dipped in paint can be affixed to your 
message.  
Send the messages to: 
Red Hand Campaign 
c/o HRW  350 Fifth Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10118.  
If you are acting outside of the U.S., obtain an address from aktion@babylon21.org
 
4. “A Dream in Doubt" is an immigrant story in a world in which patriotism has morphed into murder. 
When Rana Singh Sodhi's brother is killed in America's first post-9/11 revenge murder, he begins a 
journey to reclaim his American dream and fight the hate that continues to threaten his community. 
This intimate account illustrates one man's odyssey from persecution in India to embracing America 
as his homeland. Rana's story, told in Punjabi and English, reveals the essence of the American 
dream. A national PBS television screening is scheduled for May 20 on the Emmy Award-
winning series Independent Lens. More information about the film can be found at 
http://www.adreamindoubt.org/   (Above taken from film overview) 
 
Capitol Phone Number: 800.828.0498  
 
Phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses for each state’s representatives can be found 
at the link below and then typing in your zip code.                             
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home
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