
 

JUSTICE UPDATE – MAY, 2006 

Iran War 
     You have probably been reading about the variety of concerns being expressed in regard to Iran.  
Some of these include: A freeze on assets, targeted sanctions, visa restrictions, a push for a complete 
halt to Iran’s enrichment activities, full access to Iran’s nuclear sites, mock invasions, expansion of 
uranium conversion facilities, talk of a pre-emptive strike, testing a centrifuge for nuclear power 
purposes, and reinforcement of an underground enrichment plant.   
     Some Bush supporters feel that the president will order air strikes against Iran.  To follow through on 
the doctrine of preemption spelled out in late 2002 in what is known as the National Security Strategy, is 
dangerous in that the doctrine demands U.S. intelligence to be right 100% of the time.  The doctrine 
leads to a less stable world and discourages diplomacy.   
 
Connections: 
“…working for peace” (Dubuque PBVM Mission Statement) 
Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence and peace (Earth Charter #16) 
“I hope that the will to negotiate prevails and that the military option proves to be only speculation.”  
(Pope Benedict, Easter 2006) 
“The U.S. should hold direct talks with Iran on its nuclear program and go slow on pressing sanctions.” 
(Senator Richard Lugar) 
 
Reflections: 
What do I know about the doctrine of preemption?  What concerns does this doctrine have in regard to 
my faith and spirituality?  What assumptions does this doctrine have?  What does it say about America?  
What does it say to developing nations?  Information can be found at 
http://www.ncronline.org/NCR_Online/archives/102502/102502a.htm    
 
You may wish to refer to the Challenge of Peace which was put out by the US Catholic Bishops in 1983 at 
http://www.osjspm.org/cst/cp.htm 
 
Actions: 

http://www.ncronline.org/NCR_Online/archives/102502/102502a.htm
http://www.osjspm.org/cst/cp.htm


1. Contact President Bush and urge your legislators to contact the President.  Urge them to NEGOTIATE 
directly with Iran and remove the nuclear option as well as the potential for a preemptive strike.  Remind 
them Iran is still a long way from having nuclear weapons based on current facts.  You can do this at: 
http://ga3.org/campaign/diplomacy?rk=fpA0vg51uRf9E  
 
2. The Health Insurance Marketplace Modernization and Affordability Act (S. 1955) is intended to aid 
small businesses to obtain insurance for their employees at a reduced rate.  However, this bill also takes 
away a states’ right to set community rating rules, discourages preventative health care, and wipes out 
most state insurance coverage mandates.  The following services are being threatened as a result of this 
bill: screenings for breast, cervical and prostate cancer, child immunizations, mental health and diabetes 
supplies and education.  Contact your Senators and urge them to oppose S. 1955.   
 
3. The United States Government is asking Americans what they think is important for health care to 
work for all in the United States.  Several groups are asking for input through community discussions 
around the country.  If you have not seen any of these group offerings, you are welcome to offer input at 
http://www.citizenshelathcare.gov/speak_out/hcpoll.php   
 
4. In solidarity with our International Presentation community, our sisters in India request that we write 
Dr. Man Mohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, South Block, Raisana Hill, New Delhi 110011, India  
Fax (91) 11-2301-9543 or (91) 11-2301-6857, manmohan@sansad.nic.in or pmosb@pmo.nic.in by May 
15th.  Ask him to support the Scheduled Tribes Bill.  This bill needs to be heard in Parliament this month 
and would give the indigenous of India 2.5 hectors of forest land to dwell on in keeping with their 
indigenous cultural values.  Currently, about 80% of the indigenous (Adivasis) of India are landless and 
have no assets. 
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