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JUSTICE UPDATE - MAY 2005 

Covering the Uninsured: 
 
“Nearly half (45 percent) of non-elderly, uninsured adults report having one or more chronic health problems.”  

“To be blunt, uninsured patients are more likely to die than their insured counterparts with the same diagnosis.” 
”Almost half (49 percent) of uninsured adults with chronic conditions forgo needed medical care or prescription 

drugs due to cost. Uninsured adults with chronic conditions were 4.5 times as likely as their insured counterparts to 
report an unmet need for medical care or prescription drugs.”  

“Uninsured adults with chronic conditions are less likely to visit a health professional than their insured 
counterparts. More than one in four (27 percent) uninsured adults with chronic conditions reported no visits to a health 
professional in the past year, compared to about one in 14 (seven percent) insured adults.” 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) released results of a new national public opinion poll (March 29-
31, 2005) showing strong support for action on behalf of America's uninsured. Conducted by Public Opinion Strategies in 
Alexandria, Va., the poll found that nearly three out of four registered voters surveyed (73 percent) are concerned about 
losing their own health care coverage. Voters say that improving access to affordable health insurance and coverage 
should be a top-tier issue for President Bush and Congress. Respondents were asked, "In addition to concerns about 
terrorism, national security, and the situation in Iraq, which ONE of the following issues do you believe should be the next 
highest priority for Congress and the President?" The top issue for voters surveyed was Social Security/Medicare (27 
percent), followed by 'access to affordable health insurance and coverage' (24 percent), and in third, 'jobs and the 
economy' (23 percent). The poll has a margin of error of +/- 3.46 percent.  (Source for all of above: Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, 5.2.2005) 

 
Connections: 
 

Pope John XXIII declared, "All people have a right to life, food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care, education, 
and employment.”  (Pacem in Terris) 

Ensure that economic activities and institutions at all levels promote human development in an equitable and 
sustainable manner. (Earth Charter, Part 3) 

Affirm gender equality and equity as prerequisites to sustainable development and ensure universal access to 
education, health care, and economic opportunity. (Earth Charter, Part 3) 

Uphold the right of all, without discrimination, to a natural and social environment supportive of human dignity, 
bodily health, and spiritual well-being, with special attention to the rights of indigenous peoples and minorities. (Earth 
Charter, Pt. 3) 

Treat all living beings with respect and consideration. (Earth Charter, Part 4) 
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Reflection: 
 

A.  How has Presentation hospitality, through me, reached out to the uninsured?  How would I describe the 
individual(s) in terms of gender, age, culture, etc?  What, if any, pattern(s) to these descriptions do I notice? 

B.  Have I informed my legislators (if their vote on the recently passed budget was yes) what an immoral decision 
he/she made in voting to cut Medicaid by $10 million over the next five years while simultaneously passing tax cuts for 
those well off?  When am I planning on contacting my legislators?   If I have done this, how will I encourage others to do 
this?   
            C.  What responsibility do I have to my employer/community to maintain and improve a healthy body, mind, and 
spirit connection for health and well-being?   
 
Action: 

1. Contact your Senators and Representative to express your disappointment in their cutting  
      taxes for the well off and cutting programs that help the children, elderly, and immigrants.   

 

House: http://capwiz.com/networklobby/issues/votes/?votenum=149&chamber=H&congress=1091                 
     to see how your Representative voted (click on state) and send a message using the take  
     action box. 

 

Senate: http://capwiz.com/networklobby/issues/votes/?votenum=114&chamber=S&congress=1091                
     to see how your Senators voted (click on state) and send a message using take action box.  

 

2. For more information on the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, one of the sponsors of  
Cover the Uninsured week, visit http://www.wjf.org/  

 

3. Visit www.familiesusa.org for more information on Medicaid and Medicare. 

 

4. Make a priority to create a health and well-being plan for improving my body, mind and  
    spirit.   

 
 

Contacting Congress: Phone 1.800.839.5276 

The White House Comment line is 202-456-1111 or e-mail president@whitehouse.gov 
 

Vice President Cheney at 202-456-7549 or e-mail vice-president@whitehouse.gov 
 

Capitol Switchboard is 202-224-3121 or search for contact information at: http://capwiz.com/networklobby/dbq/officials/ 
 

Chuck Grassley (202) 224-3744 or grassley.senate.gov/webform.htm 
 

Tom Harkin      (202) 224-3254 or harkin.senate.gov/contact/contact.cfm 
 
 

 

  

http://capwiz.com/networklobby/issues/votes/?votenum=149&chamber=H&congress=1091
http://capwiz.com/networklobby/issues/votes/?votenum=114&chamber=S&congress=1091
http://www.wjf.org/
http://www.familiesusa.org/
mailto:president@whitehouse.gov
mailto:vice-president@whitehouse.gov
http://capwiz.com/networklobby/dbq/officials/

