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“Conscious of our identity as Presentations, we listen deeply to the cry of the Earth heard 
most loudly in the cry of those made poor…”  

 
Before beginning to address the root causes of poverty, we listen for poverty’s voice. Listening 

to poor individuals and their families requires contemplation on some fundamentals with regard to 
poverty. Poverty is relative to known expectations and quantities. Poverty occurs in all races and in all 
countries. When focusing on economic poverty we realize that there is a continuum of income that 
distinguishes poverty in a variety of circumstances, places and times. Generational poverty includes 
at least two generations of poor people and situational poverty is brought about by a death, divorce, 
illness, etc. Additionally, many societies function from middle class norms.  

In addition to these essentials, poverty is influenced by the resources a person does or doesn’t 
have (i.e. financial, emotional, mental, spiritual, physical, relational, and the knowledge of class rules). 
These resources within an individual’s life must be reflected upon and analyzed as a whole before 
deciding how best to dispense advice or seek solutions to situations. Repeated listening to many 
different individuals can then begin to reveal some of the structural patterns that keep people poor. 
 I provide you with a sense of the resources in brief description format and a case scenario 
from the book Framework for Understanding Poverty by Ruby Payne. In listening to these 
descriptions and scenario, we are better equipped to be and act for the common good of all.    
 

• Financial- having the money to purchase goods and services 
• Emotional- ability to choose/control emotional responses; exhibited in stamina, perseverance, 

and choices 
• Mental- having mental abilities and acquired skills of reading, writing, and computing essential 

to life 
• Spiritual- believing in Divine purpose and guidance 
• Physical- having physical health and mobility 
• Relational- having healthy individuals who are able to be supportive; backup resources  
• Knowledge of class rules-know unspoken cues and habits of group 

 
John is 8 years-old. His father is a doctor and remarried but does not see his children. He pays 

minimal child support. His mother, Adele, works part time and is an alcoholic. One younger sibling, a 
girl who is mentally and physically handicapped, lives with the mother and John.  
     You are Adele, John’s mother. You are 29 years old and white. You quit college your sophomore 
year so that you could go to work to support John’s father as he went through medical school. You 
were both elated when John was born. During the time your husband was an intern, you found that a 
drink or two or three in the evening calmed you down, especially since your husband was gone so 
much. When your second child was born, she was severely handicapped. Both of you were in shock. 



A year later your husband finished residency, announced that he was in love with another woman and 
divorced you. Last you heard he is driving a Porsche, and he and his new wife spent their most recent 
vacation in Cancun. Your parents are dead and you have a sister who lives 50 miles away. Your 
weekly income is $300 before taxes, including child support. Your handicapped 3 year-old is in day 
care provided by the school district.  
       Current Situation: You have been late to work 3 times this month. Your car broke down and it 
will take $400 to fix it. Your boss told you that you will be docked a day’s pay and if you are late 
again, you will be fired. You don’t know how you’re going to get to work tomorrow. You consider 
several choices: 1) go car shopping, 2) put car in garage and worry about money later, 3) invite the 
mechanic over for dinner, 4) get mad and quit, 5) call you ex and threaten to take him back to court 
unless he pays for the car, 6) get a second job, or 7) get drunk.  
     Your daughter has had another seizure, and you took her to the doctor (one of the reasons you 
were late for work). The new medicine will cost you $45 every month.  
     John comes home from school and announces that the school is going to have a reading contest. 
Every book you read him will earn points for him. Each book is 1 point and he wants to earn 100 
points. You must do physical therapy with your daughter each evening for 30 minutes as well as get 
dinner. For John to get his books, he needs you to go to the library with him. You have only enough 
gas to go to work and back for the rest of the week, and maybe not even that. He also tells you that 
the school is having an open house and he will get a pencil if you come. But John is not old enough to 
watch your daughter. Your ex has already threatened to bring up in court that you are an unfit mother 
if you try to get more money from him. 
     The mechanic calls and invites you out to dinner. He tells you that you might be able to work 
something out in terms of payment. It has been a long time since you have been out, and he is good-
looking and seems like a nice man.  
     What are Adele and John’s resources (from the list of 7 above)?   
 
ACTIONS: 
 
1. Listen to the cry of the poor in those you come in contact with. What types of resources are they 
lacking in?  What might be the best way to help them help themselves?   
 
2. Listen to the cry of those made poor around the world as the 2007 Farm Bill continues to work its 
way through the legislative process. Contact legislators at 202.224.3121 urging them to secure non-
emergency long-term developmental food aid and provide more cash resources within Title II food 
aid. Watch for updates on http://www.ncrlc.com    
 
3. March 22 is World Water Day. Potential actions: UNICEF is working on recruiting restaurants to 
purchase water for $1 with proceeds to go to water projects around the world. Between March 16 and 
22, consumers are asked to visit these and support the effort by purchasing water or visiting the 
website below. For more information and to encourage other restaurants to join, visit 
http://www.tapproject.org/.  

•  Commit to make water the only beverage you drink on World Water Day, and donate the 
money you would have otherwise spent on soda, coffee, etc. to Thirst Relief International.  
Source: http://www.thirstrelief.org/worldwaterday.htm.  

• Host a walk for water in solidarity with those who walk for daily water.  
• Offer a cup of water and be conscious of the gift of water as you offer it.     

 
Phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses for each state’s representatives can be found 
at the link below and then typing in your zip code.                             
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home 
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