
 

JUSTICE UPDATE - MARCH 2006 

CONNECTIONS: 
Guarantee the right to portable water, clean air, food security, uncontaminated soil, shelter, and 
safe sanitation, allocating the national and international resources required.  (Earth Charter, 9a) 
 
Support local, regional and global civil society, and promote the meaningful participation of all 
interested individuals and organizations in decision making. (Earth Charter, 13b) 
 
REFLECTION: 
The magnitude of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita demands continued observation and advocacy for 
those devastated by nature, human response, and poverty.  As rebuilding efforts continue, we 
monitor progress and note where more assistance is needed.  Nonprofit work in the area is not 
enough.  State and local governments with local input must provide leadership, vision and 
compassion in developing recovery plans.  The Congress/White House must support local efforts 
through national policy and resources.  No new rebuilding resources were in the Administration’s 
budget request.  A supplemental package, a bipartisan bill HR 4100 (rejected by the 
Administration), would establish a Louisiana Recovery Corporation to stabilize the economy and 
assist in the housing redevelopment.   
 
ACTIONS: 
1. Contact your Representative and Senators.  Urge them to visit the Gulf area if they haven’t 
already.  Point out the urgent need for housing in that area for those displaced from the storms.  
Urge them to rebuild the levees to withstand a category five hurricane and to restructure the 
wetlands and coastal regions.  Urge them to listen to local people and their priorities for rebuilding 
the Gulf Coast and include local people in the rebuilding process. 
 
2. We reflect not only on the effects of Katrina, but also on how our goals that we made last 
summer have progressed.  Do I remember the personal commitment I made after knowing the 
earth charter for about a year?  Have I misplaced the paper I took home with me with this goal 
written on it?  Perhaps it is time to formulate a new goal because I desire to.   
 



3. We reflect on how this monthly justice newsletter has encouraged me.  Do I find this newsletter 
helpful or do I ignore its presence?  What are the positive aspects of this newsletter?  What can 
be improved?   
 
Please e-mail your responses to jovialjo@juno.com or write to Sr. Joetta Venneman at 1822 San 
Jose Ave. #105 Louisville, KY 40216. 
 
4. The Streamlined Procedures Act of 2005 (S 1088 or HR 3035) is legislation aimed to 
streamline current law and habeas corpus procedures in order to speed up the execution 
process.  While the bill is complex, one aspect would significantly limit access to DNA testing.  
Another would allow a federal court to review a case only if claims can show innocence by clear 
and convincing evidence.  This type of evidence usually emerges after years of litigation.  Thus it 
seems unreasonable to demand this type of evidence.  Contact your Senators and urge them to 
oppose this bill when it comes from the Senate Judiciary Committee.   
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