
 

JUSTICE UPDATE - JUNE 2006 

 

International Month in Support of Torture Victims and Survivors 
     June is torture awareness month.  The United Nation states “torture includes acts deliberately 
perpetrated by or with the approval of government officials, which are designed to inflict extreme physical 
and/or psychological suffering.”  
     Today, more than 150 nations practice torture.  In addition, efforts are being made by many 
governments to legalize torture.  Torture can be found when individuals are detained, abducted, 
displaced, and disappear.  Torture can happen in custodial institutions, camps for refugees, medical 
settings, and violent zones.   
     Torture is used for a variety of reasons.  Some of these include influencing others’ values or beliefs; 
persuading others to act in a certain way; forcing others to admit or to reveal information about a crime; 
and punishing individuals for some activity.   
     Whether torture happens because of cultural, political, racial, ethnic or religious beliefs, torture is 
NEVER right!   
 
Reflection: An excerpt from Sr. Dianna Ortiz torture experience 
 
     In 1989, Sister Dianna Ortiz was abducted by security forces while working as a missionary among 
indigenous people in Guatemala. She was taken to a secret prison in the capital center and brutally 
tortured.   
     Dianna states, “I went with one of the sisters to the convent retreat center in Antigua, and I was 
praying in the garden when two men approached. One of them had a gun and said that if I did not go with 
them, that they would hurt the other people who were participating in the retreat. There was an opening in 
the back wall of the garden, and I was taken through that opening. I was put into a police car, blindfolded 
and taken to Politécnica, a large military installation, located near the United States Embassy.  I was 
taken to a downstairs cell. I was badly tortured and repeatedly raped.  They began by questioning me. 
Every time I answered a question, no matter what answer I gave, they burned my back with a cigarette. I 
had over one hundred and eleven cigarette burns on my back before it was over.  I was tortured with a 
frightening dog and also rats. And they were always filming – filming parts of the torture that occurred, 
parts of the torture that I was forced to participate in.  They were laughing while they were filming these 
horrible things and threatening that later they would show them to my friends and family or even publish 
them.  It was unbearable. No matter what you tell yourself rationally, those threats haunt you for a 



lifetime. It's part of the psychological torture of making you feel that it's all somehow your fault, that you 
are to blame for it all, also that they can still find you and hurt you later on.”   
 
How am I after reading this?  What other victim stories am I aware of that have elements of this story?   
 
Connections 
 
• “The thought of Jesus being stripped, beaten and derided until his final agony on the cross should 

always prompt a Christian to protest against similar treatment of their fellow beings.  Of their own, 
disciples of Christ will reject torture, which nothing can justify, which causes humiliation and suffering 
to the victim and degrades the tormentor.”  (Pope John Paul II)  

• One of our foci for IPA is on human rights. (IPA Mission Statement) 
• Secure the human rights of women and girls and end all violence against them. (Earth Charter #11a)* 

Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence, and peace. (Earth Charter #16) 
 
Actions 
 
1. This month we stand in solidarity with those who have been or are being tortured.  We are urged to fast 
with our International Community on June 1, and on June 25, we join in an International SOUND 
AGAINST TORTURE at noon Eastern Standard Time by ringing church bells, university bells, or clapping 
our hands.  On June 26, we commemorate the United Nations’ International Day in Support of Torture 
Victims and Survivors.  You can participate in a variety of systemic actions opposing torture from around 
the world at http://tassc.org/index.php?module=htmlpages&func=display&pid=39 
 
2. It is highly likely that the Estate Tax will be one of the first items on the June legislative agenda.  Urge 
Senators (202.224.3121) to preserve the estate tax as is and oppose repeal or back-door “reform” that 
would amount to repeal. More information can be found at http://www.chn.org/ by scrolling down to Estate 
Tax.   
 
3. The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) is up for another vote in the House.  This makes the fifth 
time in recent history.  Since President Bush stated our “addiction to oil” and gasoline has hit $3/gallon, 
Congress hasn’t voted on a single conservation measure.  Contact Senators (202.224.3121) and urge 
them to oppose any bill that includes drilling in the ANWR.  Urge them to think about moving from finite 
resources into renewable resources for energy.   
 
4. Does my life demonstrate peace?  How so?  How can I get rid of those acts of “torture” that cause less 
peace?  Have I taken the vow of nonviolence?  Do I know what it states?  You can read a copy at: 
http://www.paxchristiusa.org/news_events_more.asp?id=55 
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