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GULF SPILL CALLS US TO SIMPLE LIVING 
 
As a global community, many of us are attuned to the on-going events related to the Deepwater 
Horizon explosion.  The oil being released into the Gulf of Mexico continues to extend to other parts 
of the United States and beyond. This is certainly not the first tragic event related to the extraction of 
resources, nor will it be the last. While this unfortunate series of events began with the loss of human 
life, it now includes the loss of wildlife, habitats, eco-systems, human livelihoods, tourism and much 
more. This extraction of resources at any price and our “need for these resources” are part of the 
reason for poverty in many parts of the world.   
 
As followers of Christ, we are called to be responsible stewards of all life no matter where we reside. 
Now is the time to renew our Presentation promise to “listen to the cry of Earth heard most loudly in 
the cry of the poor.” After all, not one of us in the global community is “oil free.” Each of us makes use 
of oil and products of oil on a daily basis:  the fuel used in vehicles for transportation, heating fuel, 
curtains, detergents, plant fertilizers, plastics of all types, pain relievers, penicillin, clothes, ink dyes in 
pens, camera film, shoes, CD’s and cassettes, tires, asphalt, roofing, food additives to prolong shelf 
life, candles, milk cartons, polishes, crayons, deodorant, and the list goes on. Additionally, our 
commitment to reducing our carbon footprint through the environmental audit calls us to re-examine 
what it is we consume (especially that made from oil and petrochemicals) and how it is we can live 
more simply.  
 
IN WHAT SEEMS LIKE AN “OCEAN OF BAD NEWS,” WHAT CAN WE DO? 
•  Live simply and resist consumerism as much as possible to reduce dependence on “oil products.” 

 •  Look for environmentally sensitive specifications on goods and services we purchase. 

 •  Examine environmental policies and advocate for policies that protect all creation. 

 •  Support those directly affected in any way through prayer and monetary support. 

 •  Eliminate, whenever possible, products that are only good for one-time use. 

 •  Nurture the adaptation of alternative and renewable energy and fuels. 

 •  Hold governments and corporations accountable in caring for Earth. 

 •  Conduct a periodic environmental audit both personally and as a group. 

 •  Challenge groups to deepen their ecological commitment to more sustainable living. 

 



ACTIONS: 
1. “The environment is God's gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility 

towards the poor, towards future generations and towards humanity as a whole."  
Charity in Truth by Pope Benedict XVI, paragraph 48    

 

Reflecting on the suggestions stated previously, what recent sacrifice have I made to 
reduce my use of oil and the petrochemicals that are derived from oil?  Remember that 
no effort is too small and all efforts are important to future generations and to all life on planet 
Earth?   
 

   
 
   IPA ACTIONS 

 
2. We have been invited, as members of the worldwide Presentation Family, to be in solidarity 

with those made poor and use our one voice to speak out to  those who continue to exploit 
Earth and her peoples. In India, the ruling Congress party wants to pass a “Nuclear Civil 
Liability Bill” which would allow  USA nuclear corporations to get off without compensation if 
there would be a nuclear accident in India. After reading the letter you are invited to sign on at: 
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/change-the-liability-bill   

     
3. The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) project is aimed at drawing 

attention to the fact that the number of people suffering from the effects of hunger has, for the 
first time, exceeded 1 billion. The FAO Campaign is not only aimed at creating greater public 
awareness of this fact but will also attempt to put pressure on world leaders by signing a 
petition calling for more to be done to combat hunger at: www.1billlionhungry.org   
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