
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



U.S. Climate Change Facts:  
• Average U.S. temperature has risen 2 degrees Fahrenheit over the past 50 years  
• Precipitation in U.S. has increased an average of about 5 percent over past 50 years.  
• Rainstorms are heavier, with the amount of rainfall in major storms having increased 20 

percent nationwide over the past century.  
• Extreme heat waves are more common.  
• Sea levels have been rising along most of the U.S. coast over the past 50 years, increasing up 

to eight inches in some places.  

H.R. 2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (Waxman-Markey Bill) This bill 
combines energy and climate change legislation.  

The bill contains:  
1. Building codes are improved 30% by 2010 and 50% by 2016.  
2.Establishes a "cap-and-trade" system that sets mandatory and declining limits on greenhouse gas 
emissions over next 40 years.  
3. Green jobs or worker assistance- there is an increase in funding for the Green Jobs Act from 
$125 million to $150 million:  
4. Calls for development by several federal departments of plans for offshore renewable energy 
facilities.  
5. Seriously restricts the power of the Environmental Protection Agency (EP A) to do its job  
6. Boosts energy efficiency in building, appliances, and homes  
7. Reduces global warming pollution by at least 17% by 2020 and 83% by 2050  
8.Supports development of new clean energy sources and requires utilities to generate at least 
20% of their electricity from renewable resources.  

Needs to be strengthened:  
1. Significantly increase the money allocated for international adaptation programs and increase 
resources for the present as well as the future.  
2. Increased funding for green jobs especially during the current economy.  
3.Increase money for public transit. The U.S. is 5% of world population emitting more than one-
fifth of greenhouse gases- with 28% coming from transportation.  
4. Restore the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's power to regulate coal plants  
5. Strengthen the clean energy production targets  
6. Improve overall greenhouse gas reduction target to better match that of scientists work.  
7.Require utilities to get at least 30% of their electricity from truly renewable sources, such as solar 
and wind, and improvements in energy efficiency, by 2020  
8. Reduce free pollution permits to polluters by auctioning more permits and use these funds to 
create green jobs in America  
9. Nuclear power and coal with carbon capture and storage must NOT be exempted from the 
baseline against which renewable energy increases are measured.  

ACTION: 
The Waxman-Markey bill passed the House, 219-212. The Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee (headed by Barbara Boxer) is working to produce a climate bill by the end of September 
that would serve as a counterpart to Waxman-Markey. Contact the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee (Barbara Boxer and Committee) with your desires for climate change legislation. 
Senator Boxer's contact information includes: (DC) 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510, Phone: (202) 224-3553 and website for email at 
http://boxer.senate.gov/contact/email/policy.cfm 
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