
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2008 
 
Flowing from our identity as Presentation women the mission of IPA is to channel our resources so 
that we can speak and act in partnership with others for global justice. (Mission of IPA) 
 
Working at structures that perpetuate poverty… 
 

    Last month the 2008 Trade Reform, Accountability, Development and 
Employment (TRADE) Act (H.R. 6180/S.3083) was introduced in Congress with over fifty 
cosponsors.  

    For those in developing worlds, the structures of trade agreements can keep people from being 
able to eat. Trade agreements build structures and systems around the way countries produce, sell, 
buy and share food. Thus trade obstacles are one of the key components in the universal right to 
food. While trade can provide benefits and opportunities, the focus of these trade agreements has 
tended to be on increasing trade in agriculture and not improving the livelihood and welfare of farmers 
and other agricultural workers around the world.  

    In essence the bill 2008 Trade Reform, Accountability, Development and Employment (TRADE) 
Act (H.R. 6180/S.3083) establishes a process for reviewing and renegotiating existing trade 
agreements, sets mandatory criteria for what must be and cannot be in any future trade agreements, 
and reasserts Congressional authority and public oversight in developing trade policy. According to 
Bruce Raynor, President of UNITE HERE (two labor unions), the legislation essentially breaks new 
ground on the enforcement of labor rights, environmental protection, food and product safety, 
procurement, safeguards against surges of imports, trade remedies against unfair trade practices and 
the ability for countries to regulate foreign investment.  
        Currently, the U.S. trade model stands in the Fast Track mode that was enacted in 1975. The 
Fast Track mode prohibits debate and allows for an up or down vote. According to the Citizen’s Trade 
Campaign, the U.S. trade deficit has gone from a surplus to an unsustainable $709 billion deficit in 
2007.  Approximately four and half million manufacturing jobs have been lost while the American 
worker productivity doubled but median wages are only one percent above 1970’s levels. This bill has 
criteria for trade policymaking procedures to replace the Fast Track mode.   
       This begins to change with the bill’s section on agriculture. For example, the bill will protect 
the right of countries to prevent the dumping of agricultural commodities and allows countries to 
establish policies that require farmers to receive fair pay for their products.  
       In summary, this bill would enhance the process with which countries entering into a trade 
agreement would have. Globally, it would be a step in the right direction putting the average 



citizen back into the picture of trade agreements.  As a result, global citizens need to be alert to 
what this bill contains and the rights individuals/their countries have as a result. More details can be 
found at http://citizenstrade.org/orftc-tradeact.php or 
http://www.citizen.org/documents/TradeActFactSheetFINAL.pdf   
 
REFLECTION:  
“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights, #1) 
 
ACTIONS:  
1. Urge United States legislators to co-sponsor and support the Trade Reform, Accountability, 
Development and Employment Act (H.R. 6180/S. 3083). 
 
2. The G-8 (i.e. Canada, Germany, France, Italy, Japan, Russia, U.K and USA) Summit is in 
Hokkaido, Japan on July 7-9 for their annual meeting. G-8 leaders will seek policies on the 
environment, Africa, intellectual property rights and other pressing issues. Join civil society 
everywhere calling for an end to the injustices of poverty and inequality. Celebrate Tanabata, a 
tradition the Japanese host yearly on July 7. On this day, people make a wish for the coming year 
and tie them to a bamboo tree.  
Visit: http://act.oxfamamerica.org/campaign/2008_g8?rk=edzsR7Y1zOfYE or 
ww.whiteband.org/actionnow as soon as possible to send your wishes to the Prime Minister of 
Japan. 
 
3. There are over 1 billion people worldwide living on less than $1 per day and another 1.6 billion 
struggling to survive on less than $2 per day. As global citizens, Americans would do well to help 
develop a plan for reducing global poverty. One opportunity is through the Global Poverty Act 
(S.2433), which states that the U.S. President is required to develop and implement a comprehensive 
strategy to reduce global poverty in keeping with the commitment of the Millennium Development 
Goal to reduce by one-half the proportion of people who live on less than $1 per day. Additionally, the 
bill would require the State Department to prepare several reports describing the strategy, its 
implementation, and the progress made on achieving the objectives for reducing global poverty. This 
bill does not mandate new spending nor future spending, it merely demands that a coordinator be 
appointed and a plan be developed for global poverty reduction with the coordinator assisting in the 
implementation of that plan. Urge United States Senators to co-sponsor and/or support the Global 
Poverty Act (S. 2433). 
 
4. The Senate Foreign Relations committee passed the Jubilee Act (S. 2166) on June 24. The act 
now goes to the Senate with the House having already passed the bill. The bill cancels the debts of 
up to 24 additional countries beyond those already eligible for debt relief and includes provisions to 
ensure more responsible lending in the future. An amendment for Haiti that calls for the Secretary of 
Treasury to work for immediate debt cancellation is included as was stronger language with regard to 
vulture funds. Urge United States Senators to co-sponsor and support S. 2166, the Jubilee Act. 
 
Phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses for each state’s representatives can be found 
at the link below and then typing in your zip code. http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home
 
Or you may contact legislators by calling 202.224.3121 or 1.800.828.0498 
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