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How does poverty lead me to actions of justice? 

 
Poverty is most commonly the product of social, economic and political situations and structures.  As 
we work with our poor sisters and brothers, many of us experience political and economic structures 
that neglect and exploit poor people.  We learn the difference between generational and situational 
poverty.  Growth in relationship with our poor sisters and brothers allows for greater contextualization 
and depth of compassion thereby reducing judgments.  Along the journey one develops a greater 
openness to God and commitment to work with poor people to change their situations and structures. 
 
Perhaps to recognize and respond to poor individuals, we must first examine our own lived poverty.  
Gustavo Gutierrez comments on three meanings of poverty.  They include: 

1) Lack of material goods 
2) Openness to God 
3) Commitment to solidarity.   

 
Those lacking material goods often know how to trade and barter, know which stores’ garbage bins 
can be accessed for thrown-away food, rely on public transportation, know where free medical clinics 
are, can move in less than half a day, and live without electricity and a phone. 
      
The contemplative in Nano called her to embrace the growing desire to seek the will of God in 
poor individuals and respond ever more practically and effectively.  Nano went so far as to become 
known as “God’s beggar.”  Nano embraced the poor who lacked education and healthcare.  She 
befriended those oppressed by the penal laws of her day.  Her transformation grew to include the 
ever opening of her arms for more embracing.     
     
Nano’s spirituality calls us to commit to a renewed emphasis on actual and personal relationship 
with poor people, critical thinking and analysis about causes of poverty in order to work to eliminate 
poverty, and to share in the conditions of poor people that we may be evangelized by them.   
 
CONNECTIONS 
 



Eradicate poverty as an ethical, social and environmental imperative. (Earth Charter #9) 
 
Ensure that economic activities and institutions at all levels promote human development in an 
equitable and sustainable manner.  (Earth Charter, #10) 
 
“Incarnating the hospitality of God...Confronting injustice”  (Dubuque PBVM Mission Statement) 
 
REFLECTIONS / ACTIONS 
 

1. Reflect upon the meaning of poverty in my life.  How is it inclusive of all three meanings 
Gutierrez mentions?  What aspect(s) of poverty need attention for a more whole living of poverty?  
 
2. How does each of Gutierrez’ meanings challenge me to greater oneness with those made 
poor by our social, economic and political structures and situations?  At the center of much of 
this injustice are our immigrants.  Keep the pressure on your legislators through a phone call urging 
support of Comprehensive Immigration Reform:   

1. A path to earned citizenship 
2. Provisions for future legal immigration 
3. Family reunification and labor and civil rights protections 
4. Humane border policies that will honor our heritage as a nation of immigrants and restore 

order to our broken immigration system. 
 
3. What obstacles are present in me and in institutions that prohibit my sisters and brothers 
from ascertaining basic rights?  In one example, the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) is 
poised to issue decisions in three groundbreaking cases that could strip millions of workers of their 
right to have a union at work, all without holding public hearings.  Call your Senators and 
Representative urging the routine public hearings or visit: 
 
http://action.americanrightsatwork.org/campaign/nlrb_hearings?rk=h7SEqtS1%2dcIhE
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