
 

JUSTICE UPDATE - JULY 2005 

Climate Change 
On June 1, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger committed the state of California (CA) to the following 
targets for limiting the heat-trapping emissions that cause global warming: 
  
By 2010, CA emissions will be reduced to 2000 levels; 
By 2020, CA emissions will be reduced to 1990 levels; 
By 2050, CA emissions will be reduced to 80% below 1990 levels. 
  
California’s global warming reduction targets are the latest step forward in building the state’s legacy as a 
leader on energy and environmental policy.   
 CA has one of the globe’s largest economies 
 CA is the most populous state in the nation 
 CA is the tenth largest carbon emitter in the world 
  
The California decision and the recent Senate’s decision to include more renewable and alternative 
sources of energy in their version of the energy bill add to the momentum that the U.S. must act on this 
issue.   
  
Connections: 
Adopt patterns of production, consumption, and reproduction that safeguard Earth’s generative 
capacities, human rights and community well-being. (Earth Charter, 7) 
  
Reflection: 
Governments first agreed to meet in regard to climate change at an “Earth Summit” in Rio de Janeiro in 
1992.  Leaders created the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change which set a non-binding goal 
of stabilizing emissions at 1990 levels by 2000.  This goal was not met.  The Kyoto Protocol was the 
follow-up to this first initiative and is the first legally binding global agreement to cut greenhouse gases.  
This protocol commits industrialized nations to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, principally carbon 
dioxide by 5.2% below their 1990 levels by 2007.  The United States has not yet ratified this agreement.   
  



Where are the women in these decisions?  Why aren’t they invited?  How do they utilize the environment 
differently than men?  What makes women more vulnerable to climate change, especially poor women?  
What aspects of women’s work will become more difficult?  Supplying food?  Supplying fuel?  Supplying 
clean water?  What about the consequences of extreme weather conditions do women face?  Have I 
raised my voice as a woman in solidarity with women around the world? What initiative have I taken and 
sources have I examined in locating ways to raise my voice with others?    
  
Actions:   
1. Ask your local utility company if they sell green power.  Green power is electricity produced without 
the use of fossil fuels or nuclear power plants.   If so, perhaps you can inquire how you might go about 
obtaining green power.   (Electrical Generation produces 33.2% of carbon dioxide emissions.) 
  
2. Transportation is the second largest emitter of carbon dioxide at nearly 30%.   Do I care for the 
congregational / parish vehicle in such as well to keep these emissions at a minimum?   
  
3. Do I have any energy saving light bulbs in my home?  We could reduce global warming pollution by 
more than 90 billion pounds, the same as taking 7.5 million cars off the road if we replaced our 
incandescent bulbs with more efficient compact fluorescent bulbs which now come in all shapes and 
sizes.  
  
4. The House and Senate have recently passed their own version of an Energy Bill.  It is on its way to a 
conference committee where the details within each bill will be negotiated.  Contact your legislators 
urging them to adopt a bill that emphasizes alternative and renewable resources with less money and 
emphasis on fossil fuels and nuclear energy. 
  
  
  

Contacting Congress: Phone 1.800.839.5276 

The White House Comment line is 202-456-1111 or e-mail president@whitehouse.gov 
  

  

Vice President Cheney at 202-456-7549 or e-mail vice-president@whitehouse.gov 
  

  

Capitol Switchboard is 202-224-3121 or search for contact information at 
http://capwiz.com/networklobby/dbq/officials/ 

  
Chuck Grassley (202) 224-3744 or grassley.senate.gov/webform.htm 

  

  

Tom Harkin (202) 224-3254 or harkin.senate.gov/contact/contact.cfm 
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