
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stand Together - January 2009 
 

Conscious of our identity as Presentation women, we listen deeply to the cry of 
Earth heard most loudly in the cry of those made poor, and we are moved to 

attend with urgency to the woundedness of our global community.  
 

IPA 2007 “Directions for Mission” Statement  
2009 Dubuque Presentation Chapter Statement. 

 
     With the inauguration not far away and the gathering of the 111th Congress, there is excitement in 
the air. While change is exciting, it is important to keep the reality of the process for change in 
perspective. We continue to be aware of the economic struggles of those with whom we work and 
minister, of our families and, thanks to our growing consciousness of the larger Presentation family 
and our global connectedness, of those in other parts of the world. We witness how economic failures 
have rippled out across the world.  
    Amidst all this in the United States, the Federal Reserve recently called for greater government 
spending to help revive the U.S. economy. This call reflects the failure of the Fed to halt the crisis 
through its use of record rate cuts, emergency-lending programs, and backstops for debt markets. 
Meanwhile, “home prices in 20 major cities are declining at the fastest rate on record and consumer 
confidence is at its lowest level in 41 years.”   
 
   
    During the first week in January, we heard President-elect Obama propose the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan: 
• “double renewable energy production and make public buildings more energy efficient; 
• rebuild crumbling roads, bridges, and schools; 
• computerize the health care system; 
• modernize classrooms, labs and libraries; and 
• provide tax breaks to American workers.” 

 
As the plan moves through Congress it is likely that the specifics will be altered. Much debating 

is expected around the following potential questions:  
• “How will the proposed measures in fact boost the economy?   
• What is the right balance between seeding short-term stimulus versus funding long-term 

projects?   
• Will the money yield long-term dividends for the economy as a whole or end up merely 

serving politically motivated agendas or pet projects?”    
      
As the specifics of the bill continue to become known, it is important to keep within our contemplative 
heart, “Who benefits locally, nationally and globally from each aspect within the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Plan?”   



ACTIONS: 
1. Be attentive to the details and contemplate the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Plan  and some of the previous questions. Then, as legislators work at making this legislation a 
reality, decide how to personally address the root causes of poverty. Might I need to confront 
personal or corporate greed in the process? 
 
2. An ecumenical letter to President-elect Obama offers us the opportunity to join with others in urging 
him to make achievement of Israeli-Palestinian peace an immediate priority during his first year 
in office.  
 
To read the letter and add your name, visit http://www.cmep.org/letter
 
Deadline for the sign-on is Friday, January 16. In addition, call Representatives and Senators 
(800.828.0498) urging them to support legislation that includes a comprehensive cease-fire, 
addresses the humanitarian situation including the opening of the border for humanitarian needs and 
lays out concrete steps toward a two-state peace agreement.  
 
3. Putting life in perspective as we pray with our Presentation family in Zimbabwe:  
Christmas in Zimbabwe was just another day of suffering as citizens at overflowing garbage dumps 
desperately pounced on trash bags and fought over chicken bones and scraps of discarded food. 
Sewage clogs the streets and the cholera epidemic continues. Children are lucky to find a bit of cheer 
as was evidenced when a ten-year old, ignoring the warnings of cholera-conscious adults leaped into 
stinking water gushing from a broken sewer to play. Her mother was gone for the day hoping to bring 
home some vegetables, not toys or candy for Christmas.  
     Doctors Without Borders listed Zimbabwe's health crisis and continuing economic collapse among 
its "Top 10 Humanitarian Crises of 2008," noting in a report released this week that life expectancy 
has plummeted to just 34 years of age, according to U.N figures. Inflation is currently running at 231 
million percent and most Zimbabweans are dependent on handouts.   
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