
 

 

 

 

 

JUSTICE UPDATE – JANUARY 2006 

Tax Cuts     The House passed several tax bills in December.  More than 75% of the overall tax-cut 
benefits would go to households with incomes above $100,000, a group that makes up 14 percent of all 
U.S. households.  In total, their tax-cut bills will likely cost a total of at least $90 billion over the next 5 
years.  Thus far, the House has not considered any revenue-raising provisions to offset the cost of these 
tax cuts.  This approach to tax cuts differs significantly from the approach being taken in the Senate.   
     The Senate’s emphasis is on the Alternative Minimum tax that was originally meant to keep those with 
high incomes paying taxes.  The original version of this bill didn’t require adjustment for inflation.  
Therefore, many more middle income households find themselves paying more in taxes.  The Senate 
would like to adjust this tax appropriately for its original intent.    
 
Connections     “Ensure that economic activities and institutions at all levels promote human 
development in an equitable and sustainable matter.” (Earth Charter Part III, #10)“The obligation to evaluate 
social and economic activity from the viewpoint of the poor and the powerless arises from the radical 
command to love one’s neighbor as one’s self.”  (Economic Justice for All, #87) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Reflection 
Source: http://www.epi.org/content.cfm/webfeatures_snapshots_20051207  
Who are the winners and losers in these pending tax cuts?  How do these add to those who already 
receive a majority of the tax cuts that took effect on January 1, 2006?   
(See http://www.cbpp.org/12-28-05tax.htm for those benefiting from recent enacted tax cuts)   
For more details on the pending tax cuts, visit  http://www.ctj.org/pdf/bills1205.pdf 
 
Actions 
1. Contact your Senators and Representatives in regard to the Upcoming Tax Cuts.  Urge them to 
oppose permanent tax cuts.  Remind members of the unethical decisions they have made in cutting 
programs for the low-income and poor individuals in the budget and at the same time consider cutting 
taxes for those with higher incomes.  
 
2. The Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act of 2005 (S 1033) introduced by Senators 
McCain and Kennedy contains broad immigration components.  The US Catholic Bishops’ Immigration 
Campaign urges us to support this type of comprehensive legislation found in such a bipartisan bill.  Urge 
your Senators to cosponsor and support S 1033.  Inform them of the need to enact broad immigration 
reform that welcomes, integrates and promotes success of newcomers.  
 
3. Consider these facts and what U.S. priorities are and who prioritizes.  What role do we play in this 
prioritizing? 
 

Fact One: Global military expenditure and arms trade form the largest spending in the world at over 
$950 billion in annual expenditure, as noted by the prestigous Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute (SPIRI), for 2003.    
 

Fact Two: Less than one per cent of what the world spent every year on weapons was needed to put 
every child into school by the year 2000 and yet it didn't happen.   

 

(http://www.globalissues.org/TradeRelated/Facts.asp)  
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