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Examining the Role of Migrant in Poverty Eradication 
 

This year we celebrate the second World Day of Social Justice on February 20. According to 
the United Nations, “the observance of the day should contribute to the further consolidation of the 
efforts of the international community in:  

 poverty eradication 
 promotion of full employment and decent work  
 gender equity and access to social well-being and justice for all.”   

 
While this suggestion seems a daunting task, one aspect affirmed by the Millennium Development 
Goals is poverty eradication. While businesses recruit skilled workers from other countries, 
many individuals are aware that poverty is one of the many causes for migration.  
 
According to Catholic Relief Services, the majority of migration is internal in that individuals travel 
from rural to urban areas within their own country seeking employment, leaving conflict or escaping a 
natural disaster. For the fortunate who locate employment and send remittances home, there is a 
decrease in poverty for the migrant and those related to the migrant. Others who migrate find 
themselves in increased poverty or in situations that seem hopeless. For those who migrate 
internationally to a place where the pay is greater, even more money will likely flow back to their 
country of origin. In addition to a decrease in poverty for the family and extended families, there may 
also be investments in their own business, education or healthcare that further aids in the 
development of the country of origin.  
 
According to the International Organization for Migration, “49.6 % of the world’s migrants are women. 
Remittance flows are estimated at $337 billion dollars worldwide, $251 billion of which goes to 
developing countries.” With this amount of money coming into developing countries, many in the 
financial world are taking notice of: 

 migration patterns 
 how migrants influence poverty reduction 
 how migrants play a role in development 

 
In addition to economic factors, some migrants aid in strengthening the cooperation between 
countries, share their skills and knowledge and foster human rights. 
 
REFLECTION/ACTION:  
1. What view does my country have on internal and international migration? How is each type of 

migration comprehensive of poverty eradication and development? What ramifications might this 



have for a new perspective on foreign aid? Upon reflection, what sentence(s) could I write to 
frame the issue of migration in a positive way? What aspects of my faith can I bring to this 
framing? Immigration legislation may come up as soon as March. It is imperative that my message 
be framed in a way that benefits all.  
 

2. The House passed a $154 billion jobs bill in December of 2009 that included extension of COBRA 
(insurance help for those unemployed) and unemployment insurance. Now it is up to the Senate 
to re-authorize their extension. These benefits, set to expire on February 19, could end up 
costing 800,000 jobs this year according to the Economic Policy Institute. Many are aware that 
programs for the unemployed are an effective stimulus to the economy and end up saving jobs. 
According to the National Employment Law Project, for every $1 the government spends on these 
programs, $1.69 is generated in stimulus. Contact U.S. Senators (800.828.0498) as soon as 
possible to support extension of COBRA and Unemployment insurance for the remainder of 
2010. 
 

3. Healthcare reform remains a national priority and moral imperative. Now is NOT the time to 
abandon the task of genuine reform! From the Catholic perspective, it is essential that individuals 
and groups work to ensure that health care is 

• “available and accessible to everyone;  
• health and prevention oriented;  
• sufficiently and fairly financed;  
• transparent and consensus-driven;  
• patient centered; and  
• delivered with the greatest possible quality.”  

 
Contact U.S. legislators (800.828.0498) urging them to work in a bipartisan manner toward 
achieving affordable, accessible health care for all that protects life and delivers the greatest 
possible quality.  
 

4. In an effort to stand with the Presentation Family in India, individuals are invited to help persuade 
Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh to protect India’s brinjal (eggplant) from corporations 
who want to genetically engineer or modify the plant.  
 
You can send a message at http://greenpeace.in/safefood/the-biggest-baingan-bharta-ever/ 
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