
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DIGNITY AND JUSTICE: FOR ALL OF US? 
   

As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights  
celebrates its 60th anniversary on December 10, it is imperative to reflect upon the theme, 

“Is There Dignity And Justice For All Of Us? If Not, Why Not?” 
 

     In 1948, shortly after a war that had devastated peoples and witnessed some of the worst crimes 
in history, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the United Nations. Fifty-eight 
Member States voted over 1400 times on language and text.  

• It is the first international document to recognize and hold up human rights for all 
anywhere.  

• It is a common statement of mutual aspirations and affirms the importance of universal 
respect for basic freedoms and human rights.  

• Basic freedoms and human rights include political, social, cultural, civil and economic 
rights.  

Today, this document, written in over 360 languages, is esteemed by many international 
communities and, in some cases, is written into constitutions and laws of countries. These basic 
freedoms and rights are outlined in thirty articles that make up the document.  

 
• Article 1 declares that "All human beings are born equal in dignity and rights.”  
• Article 2 declares that "Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in  

this Declaration, without distinction of any kind such as race, color, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other 
status.”  

• Articles 3-21 protect the civil and political rights of all people. 
• Articles 22-27 state economic, social and cultural rights.  
• Articles 28-30 set a larger protective framework in which all human rights are to be  

   universally enjoyed.  
 
 
  Sister Dorothy Stang, SND-N, will be among the 7 who will be awarded the 2008 UN Prize in the Field of     
  Human Rights on December 10, 2008. The honorary award is given to individuals or organizations once  
  every five years for outstanding achievements in the field of human rights. Dorothy was murdered in Brazil  
  on Feb. 12, 2005 for her work with the landless.                                                     
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ACTIONS:  Choose at least one action. 
1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights   The Declaration belongs to each of us – 

read it, understand it, teach it, promote it and claim it as your own. Take time to pray with these 
rights. Feel your connection to the global human family in these rights. Recommit to the vision 
of the original drafters of this declaration by standing with others in defending these rights for 
all people. Find the Declaration at http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/ with resources & activities at 
http://www.un.org/events/humanrights/udhr60/   

 
2. As Christmas approaches, the people with whom we minister share their struggles to provide 

food, energy, and other basic needs to their families. Taking these stories to heart, we are 
called to ask, “What actions am I taking to share with others who are in greater need 
than I this holiday season? How am I standing in greater solidarity with my sisters and 
brothers who are struggling?”  

 
3. The International Presentation Association (IPA) has come to an agreement on our 

common foci for action to address the root causes of poverty.  
a. Exploitation of natural resources by large corporations in a way that damages Earth, 

those made poor (especially women, children and Indigenous peoples) and local 
cultures;    

b. Exploitation of primary producers (food, agriculture, fishing, unethical free trade) leading 
to global crises such as the global food crisis.  

 
If you have any suggestions on how best to proceed with these in addition to what we 

already are at work in, please let Joetta know by the end of December. jovialjo@juno.com  
 
 

      To learn more on other issues: 
1. Senator Max Baucus of Montana has put together a “white paper” that provides discussion on 

the issue of healthcare reform. He is meeting with several individuals and groups seeking 
input and perspectives on how best to proceed. Baucus believes that health reform is integral 
to ensuring the economic security of America. Those working with health policy are 
encouraged by President-elect Obama’s selection of Tom Daschle as incoming Secretary of 
the Department of Health and Human Services. Senator Baucus’ paper is at 
http://finance.senate.gov/healthreform2009/finalwhitepaper.pdf   

 
2. Water For All Workshop materials that engage individuals in a discussion on the global 

forces that shape unequal access to clean water for consumption and growing food can be 
downloaded at http://www.grassrootsonline.org/files/Water-for-All-workshop.pdf   The 
workshop addresses questions such as, “Why do over a billion people lack access to an 
abundant, life-giving and vital resource such as water? What are the global forces and policies 
that shape unequal access to water? What are individuals and groups around the world doing 
to defend their right to water?”  

              (Source: http://www.grassrootsonline.org/what-you-can-do/education-for-action/water-workshop)   
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