
 

JUSTICE UPDATE – December 2005 

 

"Woe to you legislators of infamous laws ... who refuse justice to the unfortunate,  
who cheat the poor among my people of their rights,  

who make widows their prey and rob the orphan."  
 

(Sojourner e-mail, Isaiah 10:1-2, adopted from Jerusalem Bible)   
 
Before Thanksgiving recess, the Senate passed $60 billion in tax cuts over five years.  The House will 
consider their package in early December.   Both packages would cost just under $60 billion over the 
five years, from 2006 through 2010.  At the same time, budget cuts totaling $35-$50 billion threaten 
the social programs that are the foundation of America's social safety net (i.e. potential cuts to 
Medicaid, TANF, student loans and food stamps among others).  This is unethical!  The spending cuts 
in reconciliation, many of which disadvantage low and moderate-income families, appear to be used not 
to reduce the deficit, but to offset a portion of the cost of tax cuts, less than one-quarter of which 
would benefit households with lower incomes.   
 
Connections:  
“Empower every human being with the education and resources to secure a sustainable livelihood, and 
provide social security and safety nets for those who are unable to support themselves.”  (Earth Charter, 
9b) 
 
“The obligation to provide justice for all means that the poor have the single most urgent economic claim 
on the conscience of the nation.”  (Economic Justice for All, #86) 
 
Reflection: 
     On Tuesday evening, Dec. 13 - as the budget bill is being debated in Congress - religious leaders, 
pastors, and church workers from around the country who serve the poor day after day will gather for a 
worship service and training session in Washington, DC.   
     The next morning, Dec. 14, we will kneel in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda to proclaim the Word of God and 
to pray for people in poverty.  This act of prayer is likely to result in peaceful arrests for those who are 
willing. Our prayer will be an act of nonviolent civil disobedience in the tradition of the civil rights 
movement led by black churches.  
 

     What signs of hope for our poor sisters and brothers do I see in our country/world this Advent season?  

http://www.osjspm.org/cst/eja.htm


 
Actions:  
1.  Continue to urge your Senators and Representatives to oppose budget cuts in a time of such need in 
our country to those of low-income.  At the same time urge your legislators to oppose tax cuts for the 
wealthier.   
 

2.  The Interfaith Working Group on Trade and Investment (IWG) focuses on the effects of U.S. Trade 
Agreements on the most vulnerable people and groups, both domestically and globally.  We encourage 
you to add your name to a statement, which raises concerns about the possible outcomes of the World 
Trade Organization Ministerial to be held in Hong Kong, December 14-18, 2005.   

The basic question: What is fair or just trade?  

Three members of the House of Representatives, Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) and 
Michael Michaud (D-ME) are circulating a letter to Members of Congress requesting that Representatives 
not only take seriously the concerns of the IWG, but also bring them to the attention of the U.S. Trade 
Representative, Rob J. Portman, and to delegates to the Hong Kong Ministerial.  Urge your 
Representative to sign the letter:  

 

http://capwiz.com/networklobby/issues/alert/?alertid=8294116&type=CO 
 
3.   In keeping with the excellent example of Representative Jim Matheson (Utah), urge your 
Representative to give away her/his annual pay raise to charity (or ask her/him to what charity they 
have given their pay increase to this year).  The amount is $3,100 this year and was included in the 
Transportation/Treasury/Housing and Urban Development appropriations bill.   

 

 

 

  

http://capwiz.com/networklobby/utr/1/NSPKFGNDTS/EQMJFGNDVC/553912551

