
 

JUSTICE UPDATE - AUGUST 2006 

Middle East 
     Hundreds of people have been killed and about a million have been displaced in Lebanon.  Israel 
began its military offense when a political and military group in Lebanon, called Hezbollah, captured two 
Israeli soldiers.  
     Israel justifies its action saying that the Lebanese government has not effectively reined-in Hezbollah 
despite a United Nations resolution in 2004, which called for militant groups such as Hezbollah to disarm.  
On the other hand, Israel has not concurred with United Nations resolution 224 that states Israel must 
withdraw from Arab lands.   
     Israel and Hezbollah have a long history of conflict.  Hezbollah formed in the early 1980s to resist 
occupation of part of Lebanon by the Israeli military.  Israel withdrew in 2000, but controversial issues 
remain. For example, Hezbollah believes that an area known as Shebaa Farms is a Lebanese territory 
occupied by Israel, while Israel, backed by the UN, says that the farms are part of a Syrian region called 
Golan Heights, which Israel has occupied since 1967. Another contention is that hundreds of captured 
Hezbollah fighters are being kept indefinitely in Israeli jails. 
 
Connections: 
“...incarnating the hospitality of God, confronting injustice, and working for peace.”  (Mission Statement) 
Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence and peace (Earth Charter, #16) 
 
Reflection: 
     The United Nations, France, and Pope Benedict are vocal in their criticism of Israel’s actions.  Israel 
has retaliated against Hezbollah, but is destroying Lebanon and its fledgling democracy.  We must 
consider double standards when it comes to how we label "terrorist" acts. When a nation state, such as 
Israel, carries out military policies, which it knows will kill many civilians and deliberately targets civilian 
infrastructures and areas, does not the label also apply?  While Israel may have a right to defend itself, it 
must not use excessive force and kill or harm innocent people.   
 
Actions: 
1. Contact Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice (202-647-4000), President Bush (202-456-1111), and 
Ambassador John Bolton (212-415-4404).  Urge leaders to call for an immediate and unconditional 



ceasefire, work with the UN to resolve the crisis and urge negotiations to resolve disputes for 
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region.   
 
2.  Rep. Kucinich has introduced legislation, HR 950, to abolish all nuclear weapons. The Kucinich 
resolution states: "The House of Representatives calls upon the President to initiate multilateral 
negotiations for the abolition of nuclear weapons."  Urge your Representatives to support HR 950.   
 
3.  Not only are those in Israel and Lebanon influenced by violence, but Iraq and Afghanistan continue to 
become more violent although not as heard during the media focus on Israel and Hezbollah.  How can I 
personally challenge voices that seem one-sided, completely neglecting the suffering and legitimate 
grievances of others?   
 
4.  “Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands at a distance; for truth stumbles in the Public 
Square, and uprightness cannot enter. Truth is lacking, and whoever turns from evil is despoiled.  God 
saw it and was displeased that there was no justice. God saw that there was no one and was appalled 
that there was no one to intervene.”  (Isaiah 59:14–16)  What am I doing in response to this?    
 

 

 

 

  


