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“Conscious of our identity as Presentations,  
we listen deeply to the cry of the earth heard most loudly 

in the cry of those made poor…” 
 

As we continue listening to poverty’s voice, we listen for how our economic and social 
systems, our institutions and concepts of those systems, and our policies have sustained 
poverty.  
 

     Listening to numerous individuals share their stories, we begin to experience insights 
about structural poverty. Muhammad Yunus, Grameen Bank Founder, states “poverty is 
usually the result of how we have built our theoretical framework on assumptions that under-
estimate human capacity. We may design a concept that is too narrow, such as who is credit-
worthy or what makes an entrepreneur. We may also develop institutions that remain half-
done like many of our financial institutions that leave out the poor population.”  
     After failing to persuade local banks to lend to the poor because poor people were not 
credit-worthy, Yunus offered to become a guarantor for the loans to the poor. Being stunned 
with the results of being paid back every time and in full, he kept expanding the program until 
he created a separate bank for the poor and named it Grameen Bank or Village Bank in 1983. 
Today, it serves nearly seven million poor people, 97% of whom are women, in 73,000 
villages in Bangladesh. In a cumulative way the bank has given out loans totaling about $6 
billion (U.S.) with a repayment rate of 99%. Additionally, Grameen encouraged the women to 
give top priority to their children. When many of the children made it to the top of their class, 
Grameen extended scholarships to them and those desiring higher education were given 
loans. The success of this program, in part, is because Yunus believed he could help create a 
poverty-free world and he believes that all humans are born fully equipped to take care of 
her/himself and contribute to the world.  
     The Grameen bank expanded the definition of entrepreneur to include not only the desire 
to maximize profit but also to do good to people and the world. More than one motivation 
leads to more than one kind of business. A focus on maximizing profit leads to capitalism. A 
focus on doing good to people and the world is a social business. Social businesses are 
created to make a difference in the world. They are self-sustaining and create surplus for 
expansion. More importantly social business takes advantage of the limitless human qualities 
and capabilities that are missing in the capitalist business.  



     Yunus states that the poor to him are like bonsai trees. There is nothing wrong in their 
seed. It is the soil base that is inadequate. In other words, society has never given them the 
base to grow on. To enable people out of poverty, we must create a successful environment 
for every person whose energy and creativity long to be unleashed. (Adapted from Social 
Business, an article in May/June 2007 Resurgence, pp. 17-19) 
 
 
Reflection/Actions:  
1. How have our economic and social systems, our institutions and concepts of those 
systems, and our policies sustained poverty? As you take action in the items below, reflect 
upon the system, institution, or policies that create these situations. What needs to be 
changed? Whose priorities are heard? How can I/we be a part of this change? 
 
2. How does capitalism enable poor people to be included in their prosperity? Would another 
form of economic structure or a mix of economic structures better enable this? What role can 
I/we play in creating this reality?  
 
3. The first national Jubilee Sunday is April 13. Resources are available for parishes and 
schools at http://www.jubileeusa.org/. In addition, contact US legislators. Urge representatives 
to vote yes on HR 2634. Urge senators to co-sponsor and/or support S2166.  
 
4. National Cover the Uninsured Week is April 27-May 3. Visit http://covertheuninsured.org 
for more information and materials to promote awareness. The federal government estimates 
that in 2006 there were 47 million uninsured Americans with millions more going without 
coverage for shorter periods of time.  
 
5. UNANIMA International, a nongovernmental organization (NGO) of 16 religious 
congregations launched a new campaign on March 13, 2008 entitled “Stop the Demand for 
Trafficking in Women and Children.” More information can be found on their website: 
www.unanima-international.org. Two papers about trafficking can be downloaded from their 
website under “resources.”  
 
 
Phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses for each state’s representatives can be 
found at the link below and then typing in your zip code. 
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home
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