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Known as the “Lady of the Lantern,” Presentation foundress, Nano Nagle, devoted her life to lighting the way for the lost,  

the sick, the elderly and the marginalized of Cork City, Ireland, by offering hospitality, compassion, love and hope. 
 

Today, with a desire to joyfully go where need calls most loudly, we, Sisters of the Presentation, boldly grasp the lantern, 

tend its light and pass it on to ensure that the spirit and mission of Nano continues to shine among all. 

You, our partners, are an extension of this light and we are profoundly grateful.



Direction Statement
Rooted in the Gospel, inspired 
by Nano Nagle, and united to 
Presentation Sisters and associates 
around the world through 
the International Presentation 
Association, we, the Sisters of the 
Presentation of Dubuque, Iowa, 
are called to live our charism of 
radical hospitality in kinship 
with Earth and all people.

Because We L ove God
    by Kathy Sherman, CSJ

Why do you feed the hungry? Why do 
you comfort those that sorrow? What 
is the source of your passion, your 
joy? Why are you calm in a storm? 
Why do you hunger for justice? Why 
do you give your heart away to the 
weary, the poor, the unloved, the 
unfree? Why do you do what you do?

REFRAIN: 
Because we love God; because we 
love God and all that belongs to God. 
Because we love God we are who we 
are and we do what we do because 
we love God.

Why do you forgive those who hurt 
you? Why do you call the stranger 
friend? What is the hope that 
you cling to at night? Why is your 
dreaming so bold? Why are you 
friends with the outcast? Why does 
your table welcome all? Yes, and why 
does your fire never burn out? Why 
do you do what you do? (Refrain)

Why do you bless the children? Why 
are you concerned about the future? 
Why do you protect Earth and all her 
creatures? Why is your vision so wide? 
Why do you love without boundaries? 
Why is your song a song for all? And 
why do you dare to believe that all 
are one? Why do you do what you do? 
(Refrain)
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It is our intention that this report accurately reflects the names of our donors. If there is an error with your name, please let us know by using the contact information on the 
back of this report. We also remember in our prayers our deceased partners whose names are marked with an asterisk (*). We include their names in gratitude for their faithful 
friendship and commitment to the Sisters of the Presentation and in honor of their memory.

2019 Presentation Partners in Mission

Because of the ongoing support of you, our partners, we, through presence, service, hospitality and support, 
have been able to help many people who would not otherwise have received assistance. We simply could not do 

the work we do without your partnership and prayers. You are remembered with special gratitude in the daily 
prayers and ministry of the Sisters of the Presentation. Thank you for being Presentation partners in mission!

We whole-heartedly thank the following individuals, families, businesses and organizations 
for their generous support of Presentation life and ministry in 2019. 

“Because we love God; and all that belongs to God. 
Because we love God, we are who we are and we do what we do.”

Kathy Sherman, CSJ

These words come from one of the hymns that our Presentation community 
regularly sings at Mount Loretto. We have used it for profession ceremonies, 
jubilees and community meetings because it so powerfully summarizes the 
heart of our mission as Sisters of the Presentation. 

Over the past years as more and more of you have become our partners in 
mission, you have joined us in this heartfelt song. Some of you have sung it 
in your parish communities as you visit the sick and lonely. Others have sung 
it in your workplace calling for just wages and benefits. Or, it might have 
happened in time given to local food pantries or shelters. Many participate 
in the annual garage sale by helping sort donations or standing for hours 
helping the hundreds who find bargains in clothing and housewares. 

Through your generosity as our partners, our Presentation Motherhouse 
is able to host public school workshops, young adult retreats, prayer 
groups, anti-trafficking committee meetings, work teams from a variety of 
organizations, as well as family gatherings for our sisters. Your gifts have 
helped our vocation director involve young women in service in New Orleans. 
They have also assisted in providing our wonderful staff with wages and 
benefits that honor their dedicated service. With your help, our sisters in need 
of skilled care live in security and safety. 

In preparation for this year’s annual report, we invited several partners and 
sisters to choose a line from the song and explain how they “do what they 
do” for love of God. We are thankful for their reflections and know you will be 
touched by their stories. Our communal call to “Radical Hospitality” challenges 
us to reach out in welcome, inviting the guest in our midst to contribute to 
the unfolding of an adventure. As we learn from each other in the dance of 
radical hospitality, we rely on your partnering with us and we are grateful 
beyond words for your kindness and generosity.
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“Why do you give 
your heart away to 
the weary, the poor, 
the unloved, the 
unfree?”... because 
I feel I am blessed 
beyond most in our 
world. In the spirit 
of Jesus and Nano, I must share my 
privilege and blessings. I feel my 
Presentation Sisters’ missions are first-
hand serving many hurting brothers 
and sisters. 

DONNA PASSICK
Partner in Mission, Canton, SD

"We love God and all 
that belongs to God." 
This phrase reminded 
me of something my 
Dad used to say. When 
we or anyone would 
say "thank you" to my 
Dad, his response was 
always the same. "Don't thank me, 
thank God you got it." He always 
did it with a chuckle and smile. I 
believe that’s called a joyful giver. 

Thanks for setting a good example, 
Dad. He knew that everything we 
have comes from the Father and it 
all belongs to the Father. 

Sister Rita Cameron
Presentation Sister, Dubuque, IA 

"Why do you comfort 
those that sorrow?"  
My current ministry 
includes facilitation of 
grief support groups. 
The ministry offers 
many opportunities 
to love, show 
compassion and be supportive 
in whatever way the need shows 
itself. Listening with an accepting 
heart and listening without making 
judgments are necessary as I hope 
to support and nurture those who 
are grieving the loss of a loved 
one. It is not possible to take away 
the pain and the sorrow, but it is 
possible to walk with those who 
are experiencing the pain and the 
sorrow and respond with kindness, 
compassion and love.   

Sister Sheila Ann 
Dougherty
Presentation Sister, Dubuque, IA 

“Why do you hunger 
for justice?” Hunger 
for justice sends me 
forth to the homeless 

… the veterans … the 
trafficked. God and 
Nano light the path 
before me.  
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Partner in Mission and Presentation 
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“Because we love God 
and all that belongs 
to God, we are what 
we are and do what 
we do.” I support 
the Sisters of the 
Presentation because 
they have been an 
important part of my life.
I appreciate who they are and what 
they do and what they have done for 
me in the past. My four children went 
to Resurrection School in Dubuque 
and they were taught by these great 
sisters. They helped me prepare my 
children to learn about our God and 
our Catholic teachings. 

I also appreciate their great 
hospitality.  Every time I stop in for 
something they are so welcoming. 
When I enter their home, I know I am 
on holy ground. 

Sister Cheryl Demmer
Presentation Sister, Muscatine, IA 

"Why do I bless the 
children?" I bless the 
children (the young 
ones, the youth, the 
adults and our senior 
adults) because I 
treasure the gift of 
being a teacher of 
confirmation, RCIA, young parents 
preparing their child for baptism and 
helping youth with liturgy. Because I 
care so much about the future of our 
church and because I love God so 
very much, my inner fire never burns 
out even as I minister pastorally to 
God’s children.

Tim & Mary Moothart
Partners in Mission, Dubuque, IA 

"What is the 
source of 
your passion, 
your joy?" 
and "Why do 
you hunger 
for justice?" 
We tutor at 
the Presentation Lantern Center 
because we believe we are called to 
treat others with dignity and respect, 
including those who are making the 
difficult transition into our American 
culture. This has been a source 
of joy for us as we've developed 
friendships with these hardworking 
and loving immigrants.

Sister Benjamin Duschner
Presentation Sister, Dubuque, IA 

“Why do you do what 
you do?” I do what 
I do by visiting the 
elderly in the parishes. 
For some I’m the only 
one who visits them 
for weeks. I provide a 
sense of empathy as 
many would be lonely, many would 
not have someone to talk to or pray 
with, activities to participate in and, 
perhaps most importantly, many 
would not have the opportunity to 
receive the Eucharist, which they 
cherish. I do this because they love 
God and I surely get my strength and 
grace from my Maker - God Himself.
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Frank and Gerianne Savage
Thomas and Betty Sawle
Sandra Sawyer
Joseph Scally
Mark Scally
Curtis and Jennifer Schares
Larry and Helen Schaul
John Scherrman
Madalyn Schilling
Ronald Schlader
Mary Jo Schlapia
Samuel and Sarah Schmelzer
Mary Schmid
Carol Schmidt
John and Donna Schmidt
John and Nancy Schmidt
Lisa Schmidt
Regina Schmidt
Marian Schmitt
Mary Schmitt
Terry Schmitt
Therese Schmitt
Lois Schmitz
James and Sharon Schneider
Rose Schneider
Ronald and Charlotte Schope

Reverend William Schreiber
Anthony and Shirley Schroeder
James and Ann Schueller
Judith Schwartz and Beth Artico
Merlin and Paula Schwebach
Janet Schwendinger
Joseph Scieszinski
Kevin Scroggins
Sharon Scully
Richard Selander
Kathleen Sexton
Pat Shaw
Michael Sheehan
Jim and Gladie Shields
Kathryn Shields
Daniel and Judy Shire
Melvin and Marna Shortess
Glenn and Pam Sibbel
Mark and Susie Sigwarth
Sandy Simon
Tom and Beth Simpson
Sinsinawa Dominicans, Hazel Green, WI
Reverend Robert Sipe
Becky Sisco
Gary and Kathy Sisler
Sisters of Charity, BVM, Dubuque, IA
Sisters of St. Francis, Clinton, IA
Sisters of St. Francis, Dubuque, IA
Sisters of the Presentation, Employees, 	
	 Dubuque, IA
Sisters of the Visitation, Dubuque, IA
Mike and Sandy Skahill
Barbara Skaife
Aaron and Ashley Skrocki
Sarann Slattery
Daniel and Janice Smith
Daniel and Rebecca Smith
Dave and Pat Smith
Martha Smith
R. Ellen Smith
Ron and Mary Smith
Steven and Debra Smith
Jane Soenen
Joan Soener Wilson
Frank and Alice Somodji
Jim and Mindy Sorensen
Robert and Julie Ann Soule
*Reverend Robert J. Spahn
Betty Spehar
Joe Speltz
Eleanor Spores
James and Rose Sprout
St. Theresa Catholic Church, Okolona, MS
Bob and Louise Stanberg
Rita Stanley
Mary Stanton
Donald and Elizabeth Staudt
Donavon Staudt
Clem and Mary Jane Steele
Helen Steele
Florian and Karen Steffen

Ann Cooper
Partner in Mission and Presentation 
Associate, Dubuque, IA 

“Why do you bless the 
children?” Children 
are dependent on 
adults and some need 
more help than their 
family can provide. 
As a Presentation 
associate, I help 
children through funds raised by our 
annual garage sale, and by my small 
associate group called the Lantern 
Lights who support a young girl in 
Costa Rica to give her a chance to be 
educated.

Tom and Carol Witry 
Partners in Mission and Presentation 
Associate, Dubuque, IA 

“Why do you 
hunger for 
justice?”
We believe 
in the 
Presentation 
mission 
of radical 
hospitality which includes advocating 
for justice for all of creation. Our 
support of the Presentation mission 
is a way of extending and multiplying 
what we can do as individuals.      

Sister Carrie Link
Presentation Sister, Monticello, MN 

"Why do you do 
what you do?" I pray 
my ministries are a  
blessing for others 
and myself. In giving 
supportive presence  
and accompanying  
catechumens on 
their spiritual journeys, we come 
to a deeper understanding of 
discipleship. Additionally, in 
providing liturgical guidance and 
painting icons there are many 
opportunities to walk with others on 
our path to God.



Lee and Amy Steffen
Honore Steimel
Reverend Craig Steimel
Rich and Michelle Stender
Steve and Deb Peters
Randy and Constance Stoffel
Dennis Strief and Tina Hamel
Donna Strief
Orville and Maureen Strothman
Kevin Deeny and Megan Stull
Laddie and Carol Sula
Richard and Patti Sulentic
Kathy Sullivan
Michael and Julie Sullivan
Larry and Mary Jean Svendsen
Reverend Thomas Swade
Donald and Virginia Swanson
Jack and Bonnie Sweeney
Joanne Swift
Judith Takes
Mary Taylor
Kenneth and Marlene Tekippe
Lawrence Ternes
Nancy Michels Tesdahl
Theisen Supply Co., Dubuque, IA
Jim and Marita Theisen
Ed and Linda Thelen
Bernice Thilges
Dorothy Thoma
Ramona Thomas
Joan Thompson
Donald Thul
*Dr. Daniel Till
Lisa Tjaden
Reverend Monsignor Thomas Toale
Patricia Toepfer
Patty Tomlinson
Total Plumbing and Heating Company, 	
	 Dubuque, IA
Sister Theresa Marie Tran, SCC
Anthony and Mary Jo Tremmel
Michelle Tressel
Eileen Trimble

Peg Troendle
Karen and Todd Tuecke
Mary Tujetsch
Stephen and Arlene Turnis
CJ and Carla Tuthill
Lorelle Ulfers
Union-Hoermann Press, Dubuque, IA
Unified Therapy Services, Dubuque, IA
UnityPoint Health - The Finley Hospital 
Aquatics Department, Dubuque, IA
University of Dubuque, Dubuque, IA
Joe and Mary Utter
Betty Jean Vader
John and Ann Van De Wiel
Jim and Marilyn Van Pelt
Elaine Van Zile
Janet Venneman
Villa Raphael Residents, Dubuque, IA
E.J. Voggenthaler Co.
Dick and Marilyn Vogt
Richard and Marlene Von Fumetti
Joseph Voss
Mary Judith Wadle
*Dorothy Wagner
Richard and Linda Wahlert
Robert and Donna Wahlert
Dennis Waldron
Clement and Judy Walleser
Kevin Walsh
Thomas and Anne Walther
Nate Walton
Reverend Monsignor Dean Walz
Sister Rita Waters, RSM
Marty Wathier
Reverend Douglas Wathier
Ron and Donna Weaver
Sharon Weber
Anna Weigel
Anita Welch
Denis and Marlene Welch
Caroline Welsh
Margaret Welter
Ann Wertz

Wexford Rosary Society, Lansing, IA
David and Judi Weydert
Mary Whalen
Rowena White
Don and Jeanne Wiedner
Reverend Monsignor Lyle Wilgenbusch
Ronald and Karen Wilkinson
Daniel and Joyce Willenborg
Jack and Marilyn Willey
Katherine Willey
Doris Williams
Joseph and Margaret Williams
Irene Wilson
Roger and Kay Wilson
Lynn Wingert
Monte and Wilma Wingert
Larry and Linda Winkelbauer
Tom and Carol Witry
Sister Ladonna Woerdemann, OSF
Steve and Marjorie Wojan
Judy Wolf
Mary Kay Wolfe
Mike and Judy Wollner
Rob Woodin and Jenni McCarthy
Phyllis Woods
Anthony and Susan Wright
E. David and Renee Wright
Marilyn Wubben
Andrea Wygle
Robert and Denise Wyland
Dennis Yegge
Kathryn Yetmar
David and Maureen Yocum
Bonnie Colwell Young
Garry and Patricia Young
Lenny and Mags Young
Joe and Lori Zalaznik
John and Mary Anne Zang
Kenneth and Karen Zeckser
Larry and Arratta Znaniecki
Joseph Zuccaro
Marie Zwack

MAIL US 
Sisters of the Presentation

2360 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001

CALL US
563-588-2008

EMAIL US
partnersinmission@dbqpbvms.org 

Karen Tuecke
Partners in Mission 

Coordinator

Sister Carmen Hernandez
Congregational 

Leadership Team

Sister Rita Menart
Congregational 

Leadership Team

Sister Joy Peterson
Congregational 

Leadership Team

Sister Marilyn Breen
Congregational 

Leadership Team

Feel free to contact us at any time.

Follow us @dbqpbvms

www.dbqpbvms.org

2019 Financial Report
The goal of the Partners in Mission Office is to enable the Presentation community 

to minister today and to be prepared for the ministries of tomorrow through partnership 
and collaboration with those who share in the mission of the Sisters of the Presentation.  

Gifts Received January 1 - December 31, 2019

Partners in Mission Office

Thank you for being Presentation partners in mission! 
Your partnership and support is vital to the success of our ministry and the work of our sisters. 

We share our gratitude with you, as together, we work toward a more just and loving world for all.

Sources of Gifts
Annual Appeal

Bequests 
Guest Gifts for Hospitality

Memorials & Special Occasion Gifts 
Monthly and/or Online Gifts

Presentation Doorways
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QRD) 

Stocks/Bonds 

Bequest Gifts
We are grateful for the careful 

estate planning of our deceased 
partners in mission who included 

the Sisters of the Presentation 
in their wills and trusts in 2019.

Total Gifts 
Received*

$1,226,427.84
(*unaudited)

In 2019, more than 
$0.98 of every dollar 

given to the Sisters of 
the Presentation went 

directly to support 
mission and ministry.

BEQUESTS
$944,489.03

77.01%

unrestricted
$226,777.54

18.49%

mission support
$28,830.75

2.35%

memorials
$2,834

.23%

retirement
$23,496.52

1.92%



121

1,777
individual gifts were contributed.

96%
of partners made

gifts of $500 
or under

Bolivia

District of 
Columbia

Vietnam
Canada The support of our partners 

has allowed the Sisters of the 
Presentation to serve in various 
ministries within 10 states, the 
District of Columbia and Bolivia. 
Our donors reside in 42 states, 
Canada and Vietnam.

Sisters Minister 

Donors Reside 

Your Gift Truly Makes a Difference
CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2019

total amount donated

$1,226,427.84
to the Sisters of the Presentation

online gifts 
Online giving offers a flexible, secure 
and sustainable way to contribute a 
one-time gift or monthly donation.

2360 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
www.dbqpbvms.org
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356

303

76

6 bequest GIFTS
Careful estate planning 
creates a legacy gift for years 
beyond the life of the partner. 

GIFTS OVER $500
Our partners believe in our 

mission and ministry and 
we are grateful for their gifts. 

recurring gifts
Recurring gifts can be given 
once a month, bimonthly or 
quarterly through various 
convenient payment options. 

first time PARTNERS
The number of new partners 

continues to gradually rise each year 
due to our dedicated partners.

ANNUAL APPEAL
Our annual appeal runs from 

November 2019 through 
October 2020.


